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PANEGYRICAL 


ESSAYS 


Upon the PRAYER 


Lord, Pity the People; 


The Only Words of 


WILLIAM I. 


prince of Orange, 


The Founder of the Government of the 


United Provinces, at his ſudden and violent 


Death, roth Fuly 1584. 
Transform'd into the Order they are now in, Anno 
1714, upon his Majeſty's Accelion to the Crown. 


_——_—_ 


3 &i ac Mmoriæ clariſimus 8 — A late Writer. 
That is, as will appear, 
all uw Charafters, ancient and modern, 
A of the greateſt, ſay bis Enemies, 


And one of the beſt too, ſay his Friends. 


— vm cum vulnere mors- 
— Noviffima tantum efflatus xerba, 
Deus Miſerere affficti Populi. Reidanus. 
Una ad Deum morientis TOx, Miſerere Populi. G7 OF, 
Miſerere Deus hujus . „ 
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PREFACE. 


Y Friend, the Writer, is 
reſolv'd, if ever he finiſh 
— the Hiſtory of Prince Mil- 
liams Life, to do it according to 
Rules, to the beſt of his Underſtand- 
ing. But in theſe Eſſays, he obſerves 
none : not that he barcly writes, to 
indulge preſent Humour, and pleaſe 
himſelf; rho' that alone may be as 
good a Reaſon for him to write, as 
it is for others to read. But he has 
a Purpoſe, or Purpoſes, and a Plan 
ſuitable to them, which does not ad- 
mir of Rules: nay, engages him not 
co obſerve them in the treating of 
his Subject, which he ſeems to me 
to make uſe of, as many do of their 
Texts, to give Weight and Autho- 
a3 rity 
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rity to what themſelves have a mind 
to ſay. His Subject is great and 
noble, is tender and affecting; is 


full of the Extraordinary and Incre- 


dible, the Merrweilleux, as the French 
call it. Thus to be, as it is, all over 
ſerious, which renders it alſo in- 
ſtructive, nothing can be more en- 


tertaining: For it engages, moves, 


and ſurprizes; and, by doing ſo, 
raiſes and maintains thoſe Impreſ- 
ſions and Diſpoſitions, which my 
Friend has occaſion for, to compaſs 


his Purpoſes. 


Thus, when he leaves his way, or 
breaks off the Thread of his Diſ- 


courſe, which he does often, it is 


then that he is doing his Buſineſs; 


which being done, he returns to his 


way again: and indeed never goes 


ſo far out of it, as not to keep in 
view the Place lie is going to. His 


Purpoſes will appear more and more, 


as he goes on. In a word, he pleaſes 


him- 
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PREFACE. 
himſelf with his own No-manner, or 
want of Method. I wiſh others may 
be pleas d with it too. 
As to the Language, he pretends only 
to make it ſignificant and intelligible. 
His Conſtitution has neyerallowdhim 
ſo much Application as was neceſſary 
for ſuch a Knowledge, even of Things, 
as he coveted; and yet leſs for the 


ſtudy of Words. It was his Misfor- 


tune too, to ſtudy other Languages, 
when he ſhould have ſtudy d his own; 
ſo that his Errors are often bad Tranſ- 
lations; or if they be originally his 


> -own, he has yet a more plauſible 


Apology to make for them. = 
He acknowledges the Pedantry, 
againſt all Rules, antient and mo- 
dern, of uſing Latin, &c. but he 
thinks more is got than loſt by it, if 
us'd with Judgment: and therefore 
he would have even that bad Cuſtom 
reviv d, to baniſh Ignorance ; as he 


would have Punning, which is but a 


A 4 | fooliſh 


PREFACE. 

fookſh tho' harmleſs Amuſement , 
brought in Faſhion again, to drive 
out Bantering, that's a cover for Ly- 
ing, and all ſort of Deceit in Con- 
verſation, ſince faſhionable Follies 
of one ſort or other we muſt have. 
Ladies, and ſuch others, as have no 
Occaſion for Greek and Latin, may 
paſs over the Crochets; the Senſe is 
entire without them. But as for 
Gentlemen, the Deſign ſeems to be to 
expoſe them, by making them mum- 
ble the Thiſtle ; that ar leaſt they 
may give ſuch Education to their 
Children, as to render them, by the 
carly Impreſſions they take from ſuch 
Books, incapable of acting againſt 
their Country, without acting againſt 
their own Minds, without being 
abrura ul xgrrei] ſelf condemn'd, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of Hereticks; and 
which ſhould be underſtood of all 
Men, when judg'd and condemn'd 
by others; for if they knew not 
: „ what 
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what they were doing, they deſerve 


rather Pity or Pardon, the Plea of 


one, greater than he, for them. 


He is ſenſible roo, of the diſad- 


vantages he himſelf is under, in 


theſe Eſſay s, and the trouble his 
Readers will be put to, by his not 
publiſhing firſt Prince Milliams Lite 
and Character; but he could not 


well help this: And ſuppoſing he 


could, he has Reaſons tor not . 
ing it, that ſeem to him more than 
dient to ballance the Inconveni- 
ences of the Method he has taken: 

For. a regular Account of his Life 
and Character, publiſh'd in the firſt 
place, would ha ve been inconſiſtent 
with ſuch an irregular Repetition 
of them, as his Plan and Purpolcs 
in theſe Diſcourſes require: Wherc- 


as the Publiſhing of them after, is 


liable to no Objections : And in 


the mean while, the printed Ac- 


counts of this Prince's Life; tho 


9 


tis 


PREFACE. 
tis own'd they are very ſuperficial 
and unſatisfactory, may ſerve to fur- 
niſh a Series of Times and Facts. 
He owns too, that the giving of 
Proofs: is unuſual in Panegyrick,which i 
ſhould procced upon Facts evident 
and own'd, and not doubtful ſo as 
to need rs but he has call'd 
theſe Diſcourſes Panegyricks, becauſe 
they come ncarer to the Nature of 
chem, than to that of any other 
kind of Writing; not that he 
pretends to know, much leſs to ob- 
ſerve, the true Rules of Panegyrick, 
which it does not appcar, char che 3 
Antients cither underſtood, or prac: © 
tis'd very well themſelves ; at leaſt, 
they have left to us neither the Then 
ry nor Partern of true Panegyrick 
in any tolerable perfection: So that 
tis almoſt as difficult to write Pane- 
gyrick, as to writc an Epic Poem. 
Nay, he preters what's for his pur- 


Pole, even ro known and obvious 
Rules 


PREFACE. 
Rules of any fort; and his Subject 
> furniſhes him with Matter ſo highly 
incredible, that he did not care to 
take upon himſelf the Load of it. 
Beſides, this Firſt Eſſay is but a kind 
of Introduction for ſettling of Foun- 
dations or Facts. a Ba 7 
It may be allo neceſſary to adver- 
tiſe the Reader, in caſe he know not 
the Pedigree of the Family of Han- 
nover, that Frederick the Fourth, Elec- 
tor Palatine, marry'd Prince Mil- 
liam's Daughter, of which Marriage 
came Frederick the Fifth, the King of 
Bohemia, Father to the late Elec- 
treſs. So that the Royal Family de- 
ſcends in a ſtraight Line from Prince 
William, as the Inſcription bears. 
It:t remains, to give a Reaſon why 
2 theſe Eſſays are written by way of 
Z Diſcourſes; which is, becauſe they 
were originally intended upon 
other Vicws, and not at all up- 
on ſuch as they are now publiſh- 
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ed, to have been pronounc'd upon 


the Anniverſary of Prince William's 


Death, before another of his De- 
ſcendants, who with the ſame intre- 
pid, undaunted Mind (the intail'd 


Inheritance of the Blood) expected 


to die ſuch a Death as that of his 
Anceſtor; and had reaſon to ex- 
pect it: For if all the Truth were 


known, which would have been 


known, had he ſuffer d the Diſcove- 


ries to be proſecuted, the Deſigns 


upon his Perſon were poſſibly as 


numerous, as thoſe upon that of his 


Great Grandfather, of which eight 


were detected before he was kill'd. 
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FIRST ESSAY 
1 Inſcrib'd 
Win all en and Duty 


HIS MAJESTY. 


O whom the Writ 
ter prays God to 
- give better Suc- 
ceſs in his generous Deſign, 
to extinguiſh Faction in his 
Dominions, than this Re- 
non na Anceſtor of hishad, 
in 
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Dedication. 
in his Endeavours to do it- 
elſewhere; tho' he did 
what Mortal Man could do 
towards it. But the Union of 
the two evil Spirits, who are 
to be thrown out, neither 
by Faſting, nor Prayer,that 
_ reign'd on every Hand, a- 
mong Friends, as well as 
Enemies, prov'd too ſtrong 
tor him: Stronger indeed, 
than all the other Phihps 
and Antichriſts he had to 
do with: For it was neither 
the Weight of the Spaniſh 
Monarchy, tho then the 
greateſt in the World, nor 
that of the Court of Rome, 
at all times formidable; but 
the Power of Faction, and 
= Faction 
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Dedisation. 


Faction on its Throne, the 
Party and Bigot-Spirits in 
Confederacy, that brought 


upon the Unionat Gent the 
irrecoverable loſs of the ten 


Provinces, and very near 
that of the ſeven, who only 


eſcaped, by the Situation 


Of Holland and Zealand: For 
the two Devils had alſo en- 
ter d into molt of the Inland 
five, but which thoſe other 
two Provinces, by their in- 
credible Union and Wiſ— 


dom, and Reſolution, drove 


out again. Whereas the 


Ten, rather than quell the 


Violence and Fury of the 


Paſſions and Humours, that 


rag'd then among them, ac- 


cording 


Dedication. 


cording to the wiſe Advi- 


ces, that he gave them, and 
mutually bear with one a- 
nother, or even with the 
Appearance of ſtanding in 


need of the Seven, which 


they look'd on, as being 
governd by the Dutch, 
choſe to return to their Vo- 


mit, and ſubmit to the ve- 


ry Yoke, which they had | 
ſo juſtly abdicated ——They 

have had their Reward, were 
words on another occaſion 
full of Sublime Irony and 
Satyr; tho in the Mouth of 


who ſpoke naturally more 


Sublime of all kinds, than 


did the great Maſters of 


Elo- 


Dedication. 
Eloquence, whom we with 
10 muchJuſtice admire. To 


” ſpeak in his Senſe of the 


Flemmings, They have in- 
deed had their Reward, 
that 1s, all the Reward they 

were to have; viz. for a 
time their Hearts deſire, 


* Their Conſolation, as he 


calls it, ſpeaking of the 
Rich, a full Carreer to all 
their Paſſions, but a Carreer 
quickly over, and follow'd 
with the Horror of render- 
ing their Country, for 
about 150 Years, a Scene of 
Blood and Deſolation,and of 
being reduc'd at laſt to the 


cutting indeed, but juſt and 
AVENgung N eceſſity of flee- 
ing 


Dedication. 
ing, for Protection and Safe- 
ty, to thoſe very Dutch, 
whom they would have de- 
nl ſtroy d. 
I Dutch! who by their Uni- 
1 on and ee roſe to be 
Wl! | the Subject of Admiration 
Wt | to all Europe. Flemmings ! 
7 who by their Diſunion and 
I Diviſions or Factions, ſunk 
co be that of their Pity, or 
100 Indignation and Scorn. 
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: Y original Deſign, Gentlemen, Was 
| M the firſt place to have given you 


an Account of the Life and Character 


of WILLIAM Prince of ORANGE, the 


Founder of the Government of the United 
Provinces ;- To which I was to haye added a 


© particular Vindication of the great Work he 
> undertook; and of his exemplary Integrity 
in the Management of it:-and to have con- 


cluded with the Eſſays of Panegyrick on his 
laſt Words; which I am now to begin to en- 
tertain you with. But fince I know not when 
the Reaſons may ceaſe, which have hitherto 
hinder'd me from finiſhing and publiſhing his 
Life and Vindication ; I ſhall, at preſent, re- 
cite as much of what JI have written in theſe 
two Diſcourſes, as may ſerve to bring him in- 
to your Thoughts, and to giye you ſuch Im- 
preſſions of him, as ſeem neceſlary to prepare 
you for what I have to ſay on his Death. 
To begin with ſettling the Matter of Fact; 


F i Was thus, He was ſhot in his own Houſe 


* 3 


B 2 at 


* 5 
at Deljt, in 1584. by an Aſſaſin, engag'd by 
the Spaniards to do it: And dy'd immediate- 
ly; having only time for his Prayer, Lord 
Pity tbe People; ſaying neither more nor leſs: 
For, that he mention'd his Soul, as many 
Writers affirm, is a vulgar Error, occaſion'd 
by a looſe Paper that was printed at firſt; but 
which the Dutch Hiſtorians have ſet right; as 
the Paſſages in the Title Page ſhow. And 
that Account deſtroys it ſelf; for why ſhould 
the Counteſs of Swartſenberg, his Siſter, haye 
ask'd him to recommend his Soul to Chriſt, 
if he had done it already in his Prayer: as 
that Account has it? Ne: it was becauſe he 
had not done it; which ſhe, good Woman, 
In her Zeal, took to be a great Omiſhon. 
I.can't but here obſerve, that the Spaniſh 
and Italian Writers, who are all his declar'd 
Enemies (theſe laſt being alſo, for the moſt 
part, Subjects of Spain) either diſſemble this 
Matter entirely; taking no notice, whether 
at his Death he ſpoke or no: or are poſitive, 
with Bentiwolio, that he ſaid nothing at all: 


Or own, with Campana, that he ſpoke in- 
deed, but that what he ſaid was unintelligible. 


So ſenſible and aware were they, how much 
thoſe few Words of his, if own'd, would 


have both eſtabliſh'd and exalted his Cha- E 


racter. 


1 


Antiquity, ſays a Popiſh Writer of the laſt 
a nw Century; 
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*X Century ; who deſerves the higheſt Credit, 
becauſe he had great Opportunities to know 
the Truth of what he relates of this Prince 
and his Poſterity; and is equally ingenuous 
in owning what was good or bad in either of 
them. I mean Du Maurier, who was bred 
at the Hague, under his Father, who was 
Ambaſſador there from France, in Prince 
Maurices time. TY 
He had wonderful Talents, fays another 
late Popiſh Writer (Bizor, the famous French 
_ Medaliſt, employd by the Court of King 
Tewis XIV.) and deſerves to be compar'd to 
the Hero's of Old-Rome, tor devoting himſelf, 
= as they did, to the Safety and Honour of his 
Country; the Burden of whoſe Affairs he bore 
with great Glory, and was, he ſays, indeed 
their Guardian Angel. 3 
Nay, his Character is not only equal to anyß 
in Plutarch, as Maurier ſpeaks, but indeed 
exceeds all Characters, both Ancient and 
Modern, if we can believe Thuanw, the 
moſt celebrated Hiſtorian of that Age, and 
poſſibly the moſt to be credited of any Age. 
He enumerates fix great Virtues in this Prince, 
vis. Magnanimity, Prudence, Firmneſs of 
Mind, Juſtice, Patience, and Moderation; 
X ' which he doubts, he ſays, whether ever they 
were found together, in ſo eminent a degree, 
in any one Mortal Man. To this nothing 
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(4) 
that in a manner vies with it; Prince Will-a'n, 
ſays he, ſav'd his Country by incredible Wiſ- 
dom and wonderful Virtue : Which is in effect 
to tell us, that he was one of the Fig 18 


Men upon Earth; and had the nobleſt Title 
to be 10; being one, as he intimates, of the 


wiſeſt and beſt Men too. For indeed, what 
greater Happineſs can there be, in this unhap- 
py State, than for a Man to be the Inſtrament 
of ſaving his Country; and of doing it, by 
excelling all other Men in Wiſdom and Vir- 


tue; as you hear it is own'd on every hand, 


this Prince did! 85 


Nay, the Writers of Note among the Spa- 


niards and Italians do this Prince the Juſtice 
to own, that he had been nis æwi ac memo- 
riæ clariſſimus Pyinceps}] one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary Men. of any Age, had he not been 
a Rebel and a Heretick, aſpiring and ambi- 
tious. He had many great Qualities, had he 
made a good uſe of them, ſays Cardinal Ben- 


zivolio and in another place-—- born for great 


Glory, could he have been ſatisfied with his 
Condition. No Mortal more capable than 
he, ſays Strada; BUT And elſewhere; No 
Man but he and ſuch a People in his Hand 
could have done, what they did; BUT -—- 
None but the Prince of Orange could have 
ſupported the Provinces, ſays even Cabrera, 
Philip II“. Hiſtorian; BUT -—- Beloy'd and 
eſteem'd by all thoſe that knew him tor his 
great 
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great Qualities, ſays another Jeſuit; BUT 
The greateſt, richeſt, and wiſeſt amongſt 
them, ſays even Maimbourg, ſpeaking of the 
Flemmiſb Nobility ; BUI He ſeem'd not 


co have any Deſign of making himſelf Maſter 
bol the Provinces, ſays Connetagio in one Place; 
BU T adds in another, that he wasagainſt all 
Peace, thinking himſelf ſecure in invincible 


Holland; where he commanded abſolutely.--- 
Hie was the greateſt Politician of his Time; 
nothing eſcap'd him, ſays the Spariſh Writer 
of the Duke of Alva Life. BU T--- 
This Writer too, does him a Piece of 
= Juſtice, that is not uſually done to him. For 
-— tho all own, that no — — Was his Equal 


in Buſineſs; they do not generally praiſe him 
for a Commander; but reckon the Duke of 
Alva, and others, Men of more Fame and 
and Experience in War. And tis true, that 
the Prince never beat his Enemy; nor did 
the two great Armies that he rais'd any 
=” thing of Moment. The Reaſon of which 
was, the Flemmings did not join him at his 
= firſt coming, by which that Opportunity was 
* loſt. Their God Mammon had not been vet 
attack d by the Impoſition of the Tenth and 
XZ Twentieth , and Hundredth Penny. And 
by the Maſſacre of his Friends at Paris, and 


his not receiving the Aſſiſtance of Men 


and Money promis'd him by them, and by 


that perfidious Court; he loſt his ſecond 
= Attempt, 


(6) 


8 


to raiſe the Siege of Mons, by forcing the 
Duke of Alva to fight at any rate. For his 
Brother Count Lodovick, La Neue, and © 
others of his Friends, whom he valu'd moſt, 
were in the Town. But the main Reaſon, 
Brantom ſays; the Prince himſelf gave him 


1 
*% 7% 
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Attempt. For the Maſſacre happen'd in te 
very time of it; when he was endeavouring 


for his bad Sueceſs, was his want of Money 


to pay his Troops; which others; particnlar- 


ly the French Court, had undertaken; but 
fail'd to provide: and he himſelf was ſo ex- 
hauſted with the Charge of raiſing them, that 
he ſold all he had about him, except his 


wearing Cloaths; and mortgag'd the Rents 
of his Principality of Orange, and other Lands, 
for twelve Years, to pay them off, when he 
Aubigni informs us. 


diſmiſs'd them, as d 
may add that they were new Levies; and 


that both Hrada and Bentiwolio own, that he 
was in Danger to be deliver'd up, by them, 
to the Duke of Alva. 
ſtanding theſe Diſadvantages, that Duke 
would not venture to fight him, tho' he had 
old Troops, the beſt in Europe; well paid; 


And yet, notwith- 


and otherwiſe well provided for. And tho' 
the Prince paſs'd the Maes near him ; upon 
which the Duke ask'd, if the Prince and his 
Army had got Wings. And he decamp'd 


three and twenty times, with Troops that 
* 9 | I 8 . - J 
had mutiny'd and fir d upon him; inſomuch 


that 
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into his Tent in the Night. 
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that it was only the Hilt of his Sword, that 
fay'd his Life from his own Men. And 
about the fame time, a little Dog, by ſcratch- 
ing his Face; and awaking him, fav'd him 
from the Enemy; who had forc'd their way 


With ſuch diſ- 
orderly Troops, he made all theſe Marches 
in the Sight of the Duke, in one Campagne, 
without ever expoſing his Rear, except once. 
And of which he quickly took his Revenges ; 
killing one of the Duke's Sons, anda great 
many of his Spaniſh and Italian Nobility. 

No: the Duke of Alva, the beſt Judge of 


any Man in his Time, in ſuch Matters, knew 


the Prince, and reckon'd him a great Com- 
mander, as ſays the Writer of Alva's Life. 
He's both able and cunning, ſaid the Duke, 
and will not fight, but when he thinks him- 
ſelf ſure of Victory. And therefore, when 
the Duke left Flanders, he took his eldeſt 
Son with him; refuſing him the Command 


of the Army; becauſe, as he ſaid, he knew 
the Prince of Orange would be too hard for 


him. Nay, ſays the ſame Writer, all his wiſe 
Countrymen concluded their Affairs loſt in 
Flanders, when the Duke of Alva left the 
Army. Becauſe Philip, they ſaid, had no 
other Commander, to put at their Head, 
who could be compar'd with the Prince of 
Orange. Cabrera too, Philip IIs, Hiſtorian, 
who leflens the Prince, upon all Occaſions, 

ge” 


(8) 


Fill as much as he can, owns he was a great Ma- 
ſter of the Spaniſh Diſcipline, which was 
then the beſt in the World. And Reidanus, 


Y || who was indeed his. Friend, but appears to 
100 be a judicious impartial Writer, ſays, that 
1005 no Man, in his Time, was his Equal in tne 
100 Art of War; or probably he means, the Stra- 
WG tagems of War; which agrees with what 
1100 the Duke of Alva ſaid of his Cunning 
1100 Belli artibus neminem ſuo tempore parem ha- | 
110 buit.) Which Character of him, it ſeem, 
[111 was the prevailing Opinion in that Age; 
16 other wiſe ſo prudent and cautious a Writer, 
10 as Reidams, would not have ventur'd his Re- 
10 putation, in affirming it ſo poſitively as ne 
0 Fill does. And indeed, the States at Antwerp, 
ee upon a particular Occaſion, own it; though 
110 at the ſame time, the Party amongſt them 
11 hinder'd his getting the Command; which 


contributed much to loſe them in the End. 
Things alſo themſelves ſpeak. Charles V. 
a good Judge both of Men and War, [ Aquus 
virtutum judex] ſays Grotius, made him Ge- 
I neral of the Flemmiſh Horſe at Nineteen, and 
5 | 1 General of his Army at One and twenty; 
100 preferring him, though abſent, to all his old 
Generals; and oppoſing him to the Duke of 
Newvers, and the famous Admiral Coligni, the 
two French Commanders then moſt in Repu- 
tation, who in two Campagnes had no Ad- 
vantages over him. On the contrary, — 
1 the 
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the defeating one of their great Convoys, he 


fortify' d two Towns in their Sight, viz. Phi- 
F lipville and Charlemont, notwithſtanding all 
they could do to hinder it ; by which he got 


great Honour. He was alſo in the Battel of 


8 St, Quintin, and after that, in the Civil Wars 
in France; as he had been before in thoſe of 
_ Germany, under Charles V. So that from his 


| Youth he had been train'd up to War. 


Nay, 'tis alone ſufficient for his Military 
Glory, that he was never beaten, conſidering 
he had to do with the greateſt Commanders, 


and the beſt Troops gf that Age; he himſelf 
having only newLevies to oppole to the Duke 


of Alva; and, forthe moſt part, but Flemmiſþ, 
or rather Walloon Militia, to oppoſe to Coligni. 
The Pleaſure of doing him here a neceflary 
Piece of Juſtice, has carry'd me farther than 
my Purpoſe requir'd. 


You ſee, Gentlemen, I have no great Oc- 


caſion for Teſtimonies from thoſe of his own 


ſide, in order to eſtabliſh the Greatneſs of 
his Character ; which I ſhall therefore make 
uſe of, rather for Ornament than Proof: Or 
ſhall, upon Occaſion, as I have done fully in 
the Vindication, add them to the Teſtimonies 
you have heard of the French Roman Catho- 
icks in favour of his Virtue, and the Good- 
neſs of his Character. IN 
But the Account that Grotius gives both of 
the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of his Character, 


and 


- £40) 
and which I ſhall have frequent Occaſion to 
make uſe of, is above all Exception; for 
though he muſt be number'd among his 
Friends as a Dutch Proteſtant Hiftorian, yet 
his Teſtimony may be reckon'd of equal 
Strength and Credit with what I have bor- 
row'd from his Enemies, if we conſider the 
unjuſtifiable and barbarous Uſage which 
Crotius, that was, and will ever be, an Ho- 
nour to his Country, and indeed to the Age 
he liv'd in, met with from this Prince's Fa- 
mily: Who, without regard to common 
Humanity, had him ſhut up in cloſe Priſon 
at the Hague nine Months; without leave to 
his Wife and Children, c. ſo much as to 
ſee him, though he was ſick; or to ſpeak to 
him, even in the Preſence of his Enemies : 
And at laſt, with as little regard to the com- 


mon Forms of Juſtice, got him condemn'd 


by Men, whom it coſt much time to find 
out, and mould to their Purpoſe ; and who 
were no more, in Law, his Judges, than 
ſo many Porters, call'd from the Streets, 
would have been; and condemn'd him to 
worſe than Death, had he not made his Eſcape, 
via. to Poverty, and perpetual Impriſonment: 
For they allow'd him, and his numerous Fa- 
mily, only about two Shillings a Day, out 


of his own Eſtate, which they had confiſcated. 


and ſeized on, 


But 
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(1) 
But what is not the Party-Spirit capable 
narrow and violent Spirit, which has this Pe- 


culiar to it, that the more honeſt it is, the 
more 'tis uſually ungovernable. And both 


theſe Spirits happen'd to chime in with, and 


to be ſubſervient to the Paſſions, and Pur- 


| poſes of a provok'd, ambitious and deſign- 
1ng Prince ; and who had an Army in his 


Hands, not indeed his own, but equally con- 


.cern'd with himſelf in one part of the Sub- 


jet of the Debate. But if the elder Son, 
Prince Maurice, drove on all this, the younger 
Son, Frederick-Henry, condemn'd every Step 
of it; and redeem'd the Honour of his Blood. 
by putting an end to what would have other- 
wile prov'd the Ruin of that People; though 
he could never prevail ſo far, even with his 
own Party, as to get Grotius recall'd from 
his Baniſhment ; of which that Prince gave 
him Hopes, as appears by his kind Letters 
to him. The Truth is, zo Party is any Man' 
but as he is their's, However, even thus, Prince 
William may ſtill be reckon'd happy in his 
Sons: For, not to mention Prince Mawrice's 
being the greateſt Commander of his Time, 
and that with all hisFailings, he indeed, next 
to his Father, ſav'd the Provinces : Few Fa- 
thers can thus ballance Matters in their Fa- 
milies, otherwiſe the Majority of Mankind 

ET | would 


(12) 


would not be ſo numerous, as it is, on the 


wrong ide. , 

I have inſiſted ſo much on this Matter, be- 
cauſe Grotius, though he writes only Annals, 
during Prince William's Time, is the Writer 


whom TI ſhall chiefly make uſe of: And that 


1 might give a Sample of the Impartiality, 
with which I intend to proſecute a Deſign, 
great indeed in itſelf, and in which | volwiſſe 
at eſt] the Project or Thought alone gives 
Honour enough; but where the Uſe and 
Value of the Performance depend upon the 
impartial Management. Now I could not 
have had a more proper Occaſion to ſhow, 
that neither my Admiration of the Character 
of Prince William (the Saint of the Day) 
nor the Senſe I have of what we Britons owe 
to King William; nor Education, which makes 
Men equally Pagans, Turks, Jews, Chri- 
ſtians, Papiſts, Proteſtants, I would have ad- 
ded other Denominations or Diſtinctions, but 
'that Places, and not Education, make them 


now : To ſhow, I fay, that none of theſe, 


however powerful, Conſiderations, nor others 
yet more powerful, though not mentioned, 
thall, at leaſt with my Knowledge (they 
may, I own, have that Effect without it) be 
able to influence and biaſs me. YI 

Prince William was a Man, ſays Grotius, 
Cui ingens animus, fu clans, quam vis rei 
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f 3 . 8 . E 
the capax; & par animi magnitudini conſilium] lite- 

rally, a Man of a vaſt, but cloſe Mind, equal 
De- to the greateſt Undertakings ; with a Judg- 
is, ment equal to the Greatneſs of his Mind: 
ter that is, he had a true Magnanimity, to en- 
at gage in Enterprizes of the higheſt Nature; 
ty, and had all the Wiſdom, or Judgment, and 
zun, Prudence neceſſary to go through with them. 
Te lt was a great Queſtion, ſays the Cardinal, 
es vhich ofthe two he excell'd moſt in; Judg- 


1d ment and Capacity in undertaking, or Pru- 
he _ dence and Caution in executing. 
ot l have ſaid nothing of his Elequence, or 
v, other particular Talents, tho' equal to any 
er thing have mention'd ; becauſe my Purpoſe, 
) at preſent, is only to give general Impreſſions 
e of him; and not to enter into his Character, 
> farther than my Subject, his praying, pitying, 


'$ 
a_ and dying Lowe for his Country, obliges me to 
L do. He had the Art of Perſuaſion, ſays Con- 


t netagio, an Eloquence peculiar to him; b 
1 which he was Maſter of the Minds of tho 
„ be had to do with; and could incenſe them, 
odr appeaſe them, by perſuading them to, or 
diſſuading them from, whatever he pleas d. 
He enchanted the People, ſays Cabrera : tho! 
the Strength of his Eloquence did not lie in 
Words or Action: For he was, as becomes a 
Man of Quality, above minding either, fur- 
ther than Significancy and Decency requir' d; 
and he was far from flattering his Hearers ! 


Al 


(14). 


All which uſually work upon the People. 
But his Talent in ſpeaking lay in a maſculine, 


perſuaſive, irreſiſtible Reaſoning; as Reidanus 


informs us: And, which is yet more opera- 


tive, and is the true Secret of Eloquence, he 


ſpoke naturally Truth and Reaſon from his 


Heart ; which is indeed to ſpeak to the Heart: 
For Hearts underſtand one another's Lan- 
guage beſt ; as whoever reads his Diſcourſes, 
particularly in Connetagio, will feel. No Man 
ever had ſuch a Talent, to turn Men's Minds 


to his purpoſe, as he Joe animos ho- 


minum] ſays the Cardinal, or Strada. The 
Truth is, by his famous Diſcourſe at Antwerp, 
to perſuade the States of the Neceſſity they 
were under to reconcile themſelves to the 
Duke of Anjou, tho he had prov'd fo treache- 
rous to them ; he brought them to be all of 
his Mind, before he had done, tho' none 
were of it when he began ; as the Cardinal 
obſerves : but could never bring the Body of 


the People to it ; particularly in Holland and 


Zealand ; becauſe it was not poſſible for him 
to diſcourſe them all. And the Memory of 


the Perfidy, as well as the Cruelty of the 
French Court, at the Maſlacre of Paris, but 


a few Years before, was freſh in their Minds. 


I cannot here paſs over his magnificent 
Manner of Living. In Table and Equipages,, 
Cc. he was equal to great Princes | mags 


Principtous par | lays Strada. A Magniticence 
that 
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that did Honour to thoſe he ſerved, Charles V. 


and Philip II. Says another Jeſuit, Father 


Daniel, an Hiſtorian preferable in the Art of 
Writing, or Perſpicuity and Method, poſ- 
ſibly to all Hiſtorians ancient and modern. 
All own, that he kept Houſe for the whole 
Court, where there were no Tables kept, du- 
ring Philip's Stay in the Low-Conntries ; Nay, 
foreign Princes and Ambaſſadors not only 
eat with him, but were lodg'd, and had their 
whole Expence defray'd by him in his Houſe 
at Bruſſels, He had indeed a vaſt Eſtate, 
and a Soul above it, [contemptor diwitiarum 

animus] as Grotius expreſſes it. He was at 
infinite Expence upon three Occaſions, as he 


himſelf informs us, in the Service of the 
Court, without one Farthing of Allowance ; 


and for this, appeals to the Treaſury Books ; 


that is, when he commanded Charles the 


V.. Army, when he carryd the Imperial 
Crown to Ferdinand, and when he was Am- 


baſſador and Hoſtage for the Peace. By theſe 


Services he leſſen d, he ſays, his Fortune a 
Million and a half ; that is, he ſpent all his 
own Revenue, and contracted ſo much Debt, 


And upon other Occaſions in the War, when 


he owns he had an Allowance, he ſays it 
was not enough to pay his Servants for ſet- 
ting up his Tents. 


C 5 He 
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He ſent, or brought himſelf from Germany 


to the Low-Countries, about Fifty fix thou- 


ſand Foot, and Twenty four thouſand Horſe, 


at ſeveral Times, according to Bentivolio's 


Calculations ; all raisd at his own Charge 
and Credit, except an inconſiderable Sum, 
which the Refugees collected, and which 


ſerv'd but to ſhow their Zeal ; others having 
undertaken to pay his Army, when once in 


the Field. 
Thus he got nothing by the War, but the 


Glory of ſaving his Country, [preter gloriam © 
ahi] ſays Grotius : For he left, fays the ſame = 
Author, his private Affairs in great Diſorder ; 7 
ſo great, that for a long time none would 
own themſelves his Heirs : And in the mean 
while, all his Furniture, and Rings, and Plate; b 
and even wearing Cloaths, were publickly 7 


put to Sale, for the paying of his Debts; as 
Reidanus informs us. A glorious Auction and 


infinitely for the Honour of Him and his Family. 
And yet, who could have look'd on, and not 


have been mov d, not have been provok d, 


to think, that Heaven was thus finiſhing on 


his Fortune, what Gerard, his Aſſaſin, hau 
begun on his Perſon. So hard a Matter it 


race often, for the little Mind of Man, be 
e otherwiſe ever ſo great, to overcome 


ads 


vulgar Prejudices, and make a true Eſtimate 


other 


of Things. No: kind Heaven had quite 


9) 


other Purpoſes; Purpoſes ! ſurprizingly graci- 
ous ; as will appear in another Diſcourſe, if 
I go on. So dear, but never too dear, is 
the Purchaſe of great Virtue ! which is not 
to be attain'd to, but in the way of Adver- 
ſity ; the way that leads to it by the Nature 
of the Thing, or of Man, as well as to the 
Reward of it, by Divine Appointment. The 
Inſtances to the contrary, I mean of Men 
become Heroes by a Courſe of Proſperity, 
are ſo few, that, like true Exceptions, they 
rather confirm than break the Rule. £ 
But as to the Greatneſs of his Character, 
there is yet a more undoubted Proof of it, 
than even the Teſtimonies of his Enemies, 
Viz. the Voice of Things, or of the Work 
which He and that People did ; and which 
no Hiſtory, true or fabulous, can parallel : 
A Work ! in all reſpects better, and in moſt 
greater; nay, I may ſay in all infinitely more 
extraordinary, than either that of Czſar to 
ruin his Country, or of Alexander to plun- 
der the Eaſt ; undertaken with a Greatneſs, 
and made good with a Conſtancy or Forti- 
tude of Mind, that paſles all Belief [cum 
conſtantia omnem ſuperante fidem] ſays one. 
Good God! A few Filhermen, in com- 
pariſon : For Armies and Diſcipline, Num- 
bers and Riches, Grandeur and Dominions, 
were all on the other ſide : Two Provinces, 
9 C 2 rather 
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rather leſs than two of ſome of our Counties, 


whoſe Quota (ſuppoſing them entire) was 
then but a Tenth part of the Taxes of the 
Seventeen, ſays Du Pleſſis Mornay (when he 
was in the Service of the Provinces under 
Prince William) and whom the Town of 
Antwerp did alone exceed in Riches ; but 
who had alſo the half of their People againſt 
them, in their Religion or Hearts; and had 
for eight or ten Years, after the War began, 


their two Capital Cities in the Hands of 


their Enemies, that ſerv'd for Rendezvouzes 


to all their Male-contents : The War to re- 


duce one of which, viz. Amſterdam, coſt 
about a Hundred thouſand Mens Lives ; 
and the Siege of the other, viz. Middleburg, 
coſt the Spamards, ſingly in their Attempts 
to raiſe it, above Seven Millions of their 
3 not to mention the Charge of the 
Garriſon and Defence, Oc. And exhauſted, 
nay had almoſt ruin'd Zealand, in the Efforts 
they made above their Strength to take 


Such a handful of People, and in ſuch 


Circumſtances, engag'd in a Quarrel, which, 


for the firſt ten Years of the War, none of i 
the other Powers of Europe durſt eſpouſe 


directly, or indeed indirectly, to a degree 
worth the mentioning; though their com- 
mon Danger and Intereſt ſufficiently diſpos d 

them 
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(19) 
them to humble Philip. And when Queen 
Elizabeth concern'd herſelf, it was not till 
the whole Seventeen Provinces had declar'd, 
and aſſociated at Ghent, and that {he appre- 
hended they might give themſelves up to 
France. But ſtill ſhe acted with ſuch Re- 
gard to Spain, whom ſhe dreaded, that ſhe 
articled with the Ten Popiſh Provinces, and 
valu'd herſelf upon this at Madrid, © nei- 
« ther to change their Maſter, nor their Re- 


“ ligion ; — particularly to do nothing un- 


C 


Li 


becoming Subjects in a Monarchy ; and 
« above all, to retain the Roman Religion, 
which they had ſuck'd in from their Cradles, 
and to reſolve on a Peace. Theſe laſt 
were her own Words. Who can be- 
lieve it! Not change their Philip! who ſhe 
knew had Deſigns then both upon her Lite 


qQ 


and Crown! Nor their Antichriſt, who ſhe 


knew too was in the ſame Conſpiracy with 
him, and had anathematiz'd and proſcrib'd 


her ! But what will a Lady not do in a 


Fright 2 

But thus it was, that, under ſuch great 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements, this Prince, 
a Prince of Orange, not a vaſt and rich Con- 
tinent, abounding with Mines and Spices in 
the known or unknown, old or new Worlds; 


but a Spot of Ground upon the Rhone, beau- 


titul and fruitful indeed; but in a worſe 
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(20) 
Neighbourhood than that of Wolves, and 
Tigers, that never ſuffer'd it to maintain it- 
ſelf, and much leſs to maintain him, or any 
way contribute to the Charge of ſo vaſt an 
Undertaking, Under ſuch Difficulties, I ſay, 
this Prince La ſo great a Work, and became 
literally, as his Marble has it, A Terror to 
him that was a Terror to all Europe; and who, 
upon this Occaſion, ſhowing himſelf as little 
as the other was great, could not diſſemble 
nor contain his Joy: For when he receivd 
the News of this Prince's Death (whom he 
indeed murder d more than his Ruffian Gerard 


did) the only concern he expreſs d, was, that 


the Stroke had not been ſtruck twelve Years 
ſooner ; that is, about the time of the ſeizin 


the Brill, which gave the great Turn to At- 


fairs in the Low-Countries againſt him. 
But to go on: This Prince and People 
made good fo extraordinary an Undertaking, 
in a manner yet more ſurprizing and extra- 
ordinary. Men may in Paſſion, or with- 
out Conſideration, engage in any Deſign ; 
But to go through with a Work of ſuch a 
Nature, ſo full of Difficulties; in all Ap- 
pearance inſuperable, and of ſo many Years 
continuance, above twenty, under his Con- 
duct, and about threeſcore, under that of 
his two Sons, may indeed require Paſſions to 
excite and animate the Undertakers; but 
R requires 
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requires alſo the greateſt Wiſdom poſſible to 
direct them, and all the Virtues the Soul of 
Man is capable of, to execute what is re- 
ſolv'd on. 
The manner, at firſt, was by paſſive Va- 
lour, by their bearing to be beaten; which 
was their Lot, except once or twice, not 
only in his Time, but all along during the 
firſt War, that laſted above forty Years be- 
fore the Truce. For, contrary to Expecta- 
tion, they not only held out, and defended 
themſelves ; but, to the Surprize and Admi- 
ration of Mankind, they did, by their invin- 
cible Reſolution and Perſeverance, without 
relenting or deſponding, break to pieces the 
greateſt Power on Earth ; as the Rock un- 
mov d does the Waves; and found Work for 
Spain, that made them exhauſt and drain 
their Indies to no purpoſe. 
The War againſt the two Provinces coſt 
the fifteen alone, in fix Years, under the Duke 
of Alva, thirty fix Millions of Florins, not 
to mention Plunderings, Quarterings and 
Contributions ; And coſt Spain, before the 
Truce in 1609, four hundred Millions of 
Crowns, and Three hundred thouſand Mens 
Lives, beſides the other great Loſſes of Sub- 
jects and People. Brabant and Flanders 
wanted, at the time of the Truce, one half 
of their Inhabitants. Six hundred thouſand 
it C 4 Famulies 
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Families had then remov'd from theten Pro- 


vinces ; and a Hundred thouſand Perſons 
had dy'd for Religion, ſay the States, under 
Philip, beſides the Maſlacres of whole Towns, 


as Mechlin, Zutphen, Narden, Oudewater, and 


others : For inſtance, Maeſtricht, where, be- 


ſides the Men, Seventeen hundred Women, 
if I remember right, were murder'd ; and 
Haerlem, where, upon the ſurrender, about 


Two thouſand of the Garriſon were butcher'd 


in cold Blood; as were all the Inhabitants 


of Narden, and elſewhere, contrary to the 


Faith of Stipulations or Treaties. Add to 


theſe Fifty thouſand, that had been put to 
Death, in his Father the Emperor's Time, 
for Religion; | tantum potuit, &c.] So great 
has the Miſchief been, that Zeal without 


Knowledge, in Matters of Religion, has 
brought upon Mankind. 


Thus, I ſay, they conquer'd without Vic- 
tories; for in all theſe forty Vears they 
had but one (at Newport) that deſerves the 


Name; conquer d by ſuffering and enduring, 
as other Fiſhermen overcame the World by 
the Croſs. Nay, they were more than Con- 
querors ; and had, as the others, the Cou- 
rage that renders invincible ; which the 
Heathen would have call'd, to be brave in 


cold Blood, or without Paſſion ; and to be 


able to make bold with, and encounter Death 
in any Shape. TE Vulty 
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| VPultu ſereno forts : 
9br + Morte deliberata ferocior. 


= Ina word, though no Compariſon is to 


be made between the Eſtabliſhment of Chri- 


ſtianity, and the Eſtabliſhment of that Repub- 
lick, or any Eſtabliſhment whatever ; becauſe 
that of Chriſtianity being the peculiar Work 
of Heaven, in which little or nothing was 
left to Inſtruments ; and even that little ſub- 
ject, at firſt, to immediate Direction, there's 
no room for comparing humane Works with 


it : Yet it muſt be own'd, that there's a great 


Reſemblance in many things, between the 
manner of Providence in the one, and the 
-manner of Providence in the other, whe- 
ther we conſider the Cauſe, or the Inſtru- 


ments, and the Management : At leaſt, the 
Event or Succeſs of theſe at our door, is 


next to that of thoſe at a diſtance from us, 
wonderful and inconceivable ; and, for ought 


I know, will Seventeen hundred Years hence, 
appear equally incredible to ſuch as are equal- 


ly prejudic d; and who will be at no more 


Pains to enquire into the Truth of this Mat- 


ter, than they are uſually at to enquire into 
the Truth of Religion. © Matters almoſt 


« undiſcernable to any Man, that is not 


S plac'd to the beſt Advantage, and both 


© concern d 


(24) : 
cc concern'd and diſpos'd to obſerve them: 
Words of Sir William Temple, very applicable 


to both Subjects, though ſpoke only by him 


of the wonderful Riſe and Progreſs of that 
Commonwealth, as well as of its equally 
wonderful Fall in 1671; whence, he ſays, 
the Fall of it muſt be dated, whenever it 
(the ſumma dies, the ineluffabiletempus) comes; 
Which two, vis. their Riſe or Greatneſs, 
and their Fall, he calls, Revolutions un- 
« parallell'd in any Story, and hardly con- 


© ceivd, even by thoſe who have ſeen 


« them.” You'll obſerve, that if there be 


any Exaggeration here, tis none of mine: 
But this is not a place for Proof. 


I have done it elſewhere, and have there 
given undoubted Evidence of the great Vir- 
tue of this Prince, and of the Goodneſs of his 
Character, his difintereſted Integrity, the un- 
tainted Probity of his Mind, and the Purity 
of his Intentions, to ſhow the Truth of what 


he affirms of himſelf; that it was neither 


Intereſt, nor Ambition, or Vain-Glory, nor 
any other Views or Paſſions of his own, 


that had engag'd him in ſo deſperate an Un- 
dertaking, but purely his Love and Duty 


to his Country. 85 
He deſpis d Riches; and ſo was never 


corrupted, nor ſway d by private Intereſt, 


lays Grotius, no more than he was by Power; 
1 RY 1 for 
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for he had that of a Dictator from the Pro- 
vinces, ſays the ame Writer, but adds, he 
never ahusd it: Nay, the States themſelves, 
long after his Death, own'd, that he had 
& acted, upon all Occaſions, as the Father of his 
He often refus d their Money. And 
c you know, ſays he, that I would never 
=_ — to do with your Treaſury Matters. 
„l can with a good Conſcience take 
Cod to witneſs, that I have had nothing 
before my Eyes, but his Glory, and your 
X © Good ; which I have preferr'd to Wife and 
* Children, and all that was dear to me. 
« —— He loſt indeed a vaſt Eſtate, and 
X © had no Compenſation for it, ſays Thuanus. 
X © -— And loſt his three Brothers and eldeſt 
Fon, and the Flower of his Friends and 
Relations; whom he tells the States they 
IF 0 could not r eſtor e to him. Bur, adds he, 
el can ſubmit to all this, becauſe I have 
nothing to reproach my ſelf with: All is 
cat Peace and Quiet within; auimus pron 
* clariſſime ſibi conſcius] and I'm ready to die 
too my ſelf, to give my Life, and the Little 
* that's left me, for the Country. — I wiſh 
= © for no better than an Opportunity to diſ- 
= © cover the Deſire and Purpoſe of my 


Mo 


monſtration of it; to which he ſet, as it 


Account of the melancholy Situation of Af- 


— — cans At bn 
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and Antwerp, and even a part of the ſeven 


„„ 
And, indeed, that this Love for his Country 
was the predominant Paſſion of his Soul, 
and had ever been the ground of all he did; 
his Behaviour at his Death, where it got the 
better of all other Paſſions, would be alone 
a full and irrefragable Proof, as Sir William 
Temple well obſerves. But his whole Life, 
conſider d in itſelf, appears to have been but 
one continu'd Declaration; I may ſay De- 


were, his Hand and Seal at his Death. 
I have alſo in his Life given a particular 


fairs, about the time when he dy'd, and con- 
ſequently of the Diſpoſition of his Spirit ; 
and the occaſion there was for his laſt Words 
at his Death ; for the one depended on the 
other, [ fortune publice ſuam arctiſſime devin- 
xerat| ſays Grotins, All indeed was then 
going to ruin. The Walloon Provinces had 
ſome time before made their Peace with 
Spain ; and the Union then, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, near its Diſſolution, was loſing, and did 
loſe, within the Year, Flanders, and Brabant, 


Provinces. Nor did it appear, how a Stop 
could be put to the Torrent of Succeſs, 
which the Prince of Parma then had: at 
leaſt the People thought none could do it, 
but Prince William; their whole Confidence 

; was 
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was in him, though he had neither Troops 
nor Money. He was indeed (for he never 
gave over) uſing all poſſible Endeavours, 
both at Home and Abroad; and was that 
very Hour diſpatching Letters to his Friends 
in Nee for Aid and Aſſiſtance, by the Hand 
that ſhot him. Ae ZE 
What then was there left for him to do, 
but what he did; to pity them, and pray 
for them? Was there ever a People greater 
Objects of Pity; or a Prayer more ſeaſon- 

able ? 5 

Here I have proceeded to relate, that as 
Age came on, a true Senſe of Religion grew 
more and more upon his Spirit ; which he 
owns ; and regrets that he had not minded 
Religion when he was young, otherwiſe than 
as young People usd to doo 
Grotius writes, that the great Experience 
this Prince had of the Vanity of all Humane 
Enjoyments, in the many Troubles and Loſſes 
he had ſuffer'd, during the Courſe of his 
Lite, had begotten in him this religious Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition of Mind; which, he ſays, 
he was told by thoſe, who had liv'd in great 
Intimacy with him. Nay, Thuanus makes 
the Proteſtant Religion, of which he writes 
he was moſt tenacious, even to his Death 
Lad exitum tenaciſſimus] the main Cauſe that 
engag'd him in the War, and kept him in 
1 Trouble 


(28) 
Trouble and Diſquiet all his Life. Thus it 
appears, by the Teſtimony of a Roman Ca- 
tholick, that he was train d up in the un- 
couth and ſolitary, but ſure Path of the Croſs, 
literally ſpeaking ; that is, of ſuffering for 
Religion, or for what he thought ſuch; which 
is indeed to every Man true Religion, or 
ſupplies the place of it ; when-their Thoughts 
are the Work, not of the Fleſh, (Corrup- 
tion, Wantonneſs, or Levity of Spirit) which 
the Apoſtles call Hereſy; but of a ſober and 


ſerious Mind, which they call the Fear of 


God, that worketh Righteouſneſs, maketh 
Men good and beneficent; and is, they ſay, 
accepted of, without reſpect of Perſons, or 
who they be, Chriſtians, Jews or Gentiles ; 
that is (as is obvious to any Man not in the 
Cauſe) without regard whether they be 
otherwiſe in the right, or in the wrong : 
Which I ſhall have occaſion to ſhow to have 
been this Prince's ſettled Perſuaſion, upon great 
Application and Enquiry into ſuch Matters. 
Of this his pious Diſpoſition I have given 
full Proof, And though in this, as in other 
Matters, he ſhun'd great Profeſſions ; for he 
was both a cloſe Man, (and therefore call'd 
the Taciturn, or ſilent Man, by Cardinal 
Granville) and a modeft Man; being as emi- 
nent for . Modeſty, and a taking ſubmiſſive 
manner, as for any of his other Virtues ; it 


(29 ) 


being that, and his Capacity, which made 
= Charles V. admire him from a Boy, and in- 
XZ deed love him more than he did his own 
Fon; the Reaſon, tis thought, that prov'd 
the Foundation of Philip's Averſion to him. 
Yet the thing itſelf, vig. that he was a relj- 
gious Man, is evident; and appears leſs or 
more in all his Diſcourſes and Letters, which 
his Enemies reproach him with, under the 
= Name of Herely, „ 

As for myſelf, ſays he to the States, I 
X © have had Offers enough made me at Collen. 
= Where indeed the Spaniards offer d him more 
than ſo modeſt and diſintereſted a Man, as 
he was, could have ask'd ; that is, the Li- 
berty of his eldeſt Son, whom, when a Boy, 
they had ſeiz d on; and, contrary to the 
XZ Privileges and Oppoſition of the Univerſity 
of Louven, had carry'd him by violence from 
his Studies into Spain, where they kept him 
W Priſoner, and bred him a Roman Catholick ; he 
not being of an Age to know the Difference; 
but he became old enough to ſhow, that 
he. ſtill retain'd the true Blood of his Race in 


him: For the Governor, a Man of Qua- 
lity, talking brutally, in his Preſence, of the 
Prince, his Father, he having no Arms to re- 
ſent it, threw him out at a Window of the 
Priſon, over a Rock, and broke his Neck; 
which, to do the Punto Juſtice, the n 
0 


2 nas, 


of P bilip very honourably commended him 


for; having got a true Account how the Mat- 
ter paſs d, from one of their Number that 


happen d to be preſent. With ſuch a Son's Li- 
berty, they offer d the Prince to give that Son 


all his Governments and other Poſts; and 
to give himſelf back his whole Eſtate, with 


the Arrears, (if I remember right) a vaſt 


Sum ; for it was a vaſt Eſtate, and had been 
long in their Hands. And to all this they 
were willing to add a Million of Money, to 
pay the Debts that he had contracted in the 
War; than which nothing could be more ho- 
nourable for himſelf, and the Cauſe ; for this 
was a tacit Vindication of both: Nay, I 
may call it an expreſs owning the Juſtice of 


the Suit on his fide, thus to condemn them- 


{elves to the Expences of it. Strada too, or 
Bentivolio own, that the Duke of Villa Nova, 
Philip's Plenipotentiary at Collen, had, beſides 
the Powers, which he own'd, for making all 
theſe Offers, a ſecret Inſtruction to ſtick at 
no Terms, to get the Prince to leave the 
ſeven Provinces, and retire to Germany ; that 


is, to look on and fee his Country ruin'd : 
Which we know, Gentlemen, many can do 


for nothing ; nay, who think it great Merit, 
and a Foundation for Claims and Pretenſions 
not to have done worſe. But he | ſemper 
idem indeed] ever like himſelf, and ne 
F coul 
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cduld not bear even the Appearances of Evil 
but was reſolv'd to ſhare with his Country 
nin its Fate, would not ſo much as treat. 
=X < No, goes he on, I have hitherto preferr'd 
| © the Glory of God, and your Good, (5c. 
Who knows not what is due to his 


«© Conſcience, Honour and Country? — 


„This Comfort I ſhall have, that I have 


ce loſt all, for the ſake of Religion and Li- 


XX © berty. — It is but reaſonable, before 
God, ſays he, that I fight even unto Death 
|< for ſo good a Cauſe ; and which I'm re- 
EX © ſolv'd to do: for to die honourably may 
well be call'd a new Birth. — I can bear 
c even with the Loſs of my Son, and Eſtate, 
| < and three Brothers, who were dearer to 
me than my Life; and with the many In- 
= < juries and Aſperſions of my Enemies, as 
well as the Envy and Ingratitude of my 
Friends. — Nay, I'mready to give up all 


« my Poſts, but ftill to approve my ſelf a 


|< faithful Servant to you and the Country; 


«. ſtill ready, upon all Occaſions, to obey, as 
« a private Man, whomever you ſhallappoint: 


(„ to command. — He declares over and 


cc over again, that he had dedicated himſelf 


and his Family to the Service of God and 
* his Country. — Preſles the States, upon 
„ all Occaſions, to remember, that God bad 

W << committed to them the Defence of the 


D.- -* Country; 
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(632) 
“ Country; and that a ſevere Account would 
be demanded of them. He has call'd us, 
<« ſays he, to the Duty of preſerving ſo great 
* a People; and will exact a ſtrict Account 
« of our Performance. And having, upon 
« a great Occaſion, given the States his 
* Opinion and Advice: But whatever it be, 
ec fays he, that you reſolve on, let me know 
« your Orders; Pm ready to ſerve. you; 
© provided, adds he, a due Regard be had 
«© to Religion: That is, provided 3 
of Conſcience be maintain d, and all Animoſi- 
ties, upon the account of Differences in Opinion 
about Matters of Religion, be ſuppreſs d; 
for the Spirit of Perſecution, the true An- 
tichriſt, began then to prevail every where; 
Lutherans, Calviniſts, Anabaptiſtt, and thoſe 
of numberleſs other Names, as well as R. C. 
no ſooner came to have Power, but they 
would needs retaliate, or perſecute their 
Perſecutors; ¶ proſcribere proſcribentes] as Se- 
neca ſpeaks of the Practice of his Times. 
To underſtand this; we muſt know, that 
to bear down this Spirit was the great Work 
of his Life, which he labour d and wrought 
at Day and Night; being convincd, as he 
often declares, that unleſs he could compaſs 
this, all muſt go to ruin, as the Event ſhow'd : 
For it prov'd a Work too hard for him, and 
the only Work that he ever 1 
* 9 which 
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which he did not ſucceed at laſt; nay, which 
went near to break his Heart, and cruſh him. 
And indeed, neither the Weight of the Spa- 
niſb Monarchy, nor the Power and Rage of 
the whole Popiſh Party, gave him ſo much 
trouble, or ſat ſo heavy upon his Spirit, as 
did the Diſappointments he met with in this 
Matter; the 1 

had to rencounter every where, in the Hearts 
or Spirits of the People, Friends as well as 
Enemies: For he liv'd to ſee the ten Provinces 
(except Antwerp) thus loſt by their Diviſions, 
and the ſeven broken in upon; and; accord- 
ing to all humane Appearances, in a way 
to have the ſame Fate; of which the Dake 
of Parma gave poſitive Aſſurances to Philip, 
as he might well do: For upon the Trea- 
cheries of the Duke of Anjou, and the Mad- 
neſs of the Proteſtants at Ghent, Hell ſeem'd 


Such was the Spirit of Cruelty, Calamny, 
= Diviſion, Diffidence, Fury and Diſorder, that 
= then reign'd every where, among thoſe of 
= the Separation: So that Union, till then 
the inexhauſtible Fund, that had ſupply'd 
them with Men and Money, and what- 
ever they needed, far above their apparent 
* was no more to be found amongſt 
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Now 


bilips, and Antichriſts that he 


to have broke looſe, if I may fo expreſs it. 
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 Noxv, how hard was it for a Man ef his 


Soul to ſee thus the Labour and Work of his 
whole Life overturn'd, and brought to 
nought ; not by the Power of his Enemies, 


but by the Paſſions of his Friends? To lee 


the Building which he with ſuch Danger and 
Difficulties had rear'd and brought to Perfec- 


tion in moſt places, and put in a fair way 
towards it in others, even where he had met | 
with the greateſt Oppoſition ; as at Liſte, | 


Tournay, and moſt part of the Walloon. Pro 
vinces ; and a Building that had coſt him ſo 
dear, the Loſs of his eldeſt Son, his three 


Brothers, and the moſt part of his Friends 

and Relations, with his whole Fortune, and 
the Flower of his Years : To ſee this Build- 
ing, I fay, thrown down, and laid in Aſhes; 


and by whom 2 Why, Good God! even by 
his own Workmen ; thoſe with whoſe Aſ⸗ 
ſiſtance he had rais'd it up. What Fleſh and 


Blood muſt he have been of, that could bear 


all this? 


The Truth of the Matter is, it was the 
Zealots, and other Incendiaries of his own 
Aide, the high Pretenders to Religion and Li- 


berty of thoſe Times, that firſt broke the 
Treaty call'd, [ La Paix deReligions] The Peace 
of Religions; the reſult of incredible Thought 
and Wiſdom ; in which tis evident, he, tho 
no Doctor, excell'd all the Reformers. This 
nee n 9 895 Was 
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was the Center and Bond of Union amongſt 


all the Parties; by which the Majority were 


every where to be on the Eſtabliſhment, and 
others to have a Toleration : And the Boun- 
daries between the Prerogatives of the one, 
and the Privileges of the other, being regu- 
lated, and fix'd by that Treaty, all ſides 
were {ſworn to maintain and protect one 
another in the free Enjoyment of thoſe Pre- 
rogatives and Privileges ; with ſevere Pro- 
hibitions of all Words and Deeds, that 


could any way give Scandal or Provocation, 


upon the account of Differences in Opinion, 
ab 88 

- But his own Pulpit Trumpets of Sedition 
join d with the Prieſts to break the Treaty, 
though they had both ſworn to it; and to 
proclaim him an Atheiſt, or Infidel, that had 
no Conſcience of his own, becauſe he had 
made them {wear againſt their Conſciences ; 
to maintain Hereſy, for Inſtance, ſaid the 
R. Cs. and Antichriſtian Idolatry, ſaid others. 
The Faction too, or Party-Spirit, inflam'd by 
the Flemmiſh Nobility, who from Emulation 


and Envy had form'd it, and put themſelves 


at the Head of it, added fewel to the Fire : 
All. is Artifice and Deſign, faid they ; - he 
values not Religion, nor one {ide more than 
another, but as they are more or leſs fit Tools 
for his own Ends: He makes a buſtle to re. 
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concile the Diviſions, which at the ſame time 
he foments under-hand, to render himſelf 
Umpire, or neceſſary to one fide or other, till 
he can get into Philip's Place, ' that he may 
tyrannize over both. 511% „ 10 11. 
But what did he? Why, even like him- 
ſelf, bore all this with an invincible Patience 
and Fortitude of Mind; giving way to no 


Provocation, no Ingratitude, no Indignities 


from Friends or Enemies, no more than to 
Paſſions or Humours of his own: No; he 
would not be angry with his Country; but 
did what mortal Man could do to prevent 


the Conſequences, the Ruin, which he told 
the Flemmings upon all Occaſions, their Divi- 
ſions muſt neceſſarily bring upon them, as 


they did. 


The Proteſtants at Ghent having firſt 
broke the Treaty, by driving the R. Cs. 
from their Churches and Houſes, he went 
thither; and, with the Danger of his _ | 


having reſtor d them to both, he ſettled Peace 
and Quiet in the Town, by baniſhing Dat han 


(who deſerv d his Nameſake's Fate) with the 
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(37) 
fore been robbing, and even clandeſtinely mur. 
dering; for he was a great Villain, and in his 


pretended Zeal ſtuck at nothing: Such is the 
= Temper and Folly, as well as Madneſs of 
Men of a certain Character, to jump amongſt 
Precipices, from one Extremity to another: 
And nothing is more natural, as well as juſt, 
than that they ſhould meet, as he did, with 
their deſerv'd Fates. fi 


Thus having quieted the Town of Ghent, 


vat did he not to pacify the Walloons in the 


Neighbourhood 2 They, upon this Provoca- 
tion, had taken Repriſals upon the Pro- 


teſtants amongſt them, and could never be 


brought again to obſerve the Treaty; but 


= choſe to give themſelves back to Spain, rather 
than truſt, or keep Faith to Hereticks; who, 
they ſaid, and had reaſon to ſay it, upon this 
Occaſion, kept none to them. Why, beſides 
making all poſſible Reparation to their Friends 


at C hent for what had paſs d there, he offer d to 


deliver into the Walloont hands his own Chil- 
dren, thoſe they had left him, to be kept by 
them as Hoſtages for the Performance of the 
Treaty, in time to come. | 


But the Party Spirit, particularly amongf} 
the Walloons, where the chief of the Flemmi ſb 


7 Nobility liv'd and govern'd, combin'd with 
the bigot Popiſh Spirit of their ſide, and the 
bigot Separating Spirit of his own, againſt 


D 4 him, 


639), ; 


him, which loſt the ten Provinces: Where- 
as the ſeven Provinces eſcap'd ; | becauſe 
amongſt them he had only the Bigots to deal 
with, there being few or none of the Nobi- 
lity (that did not fide with him) left to form 
and head a Faction againſt him. The truth 
is, the bigot Spirit, however miſchievous and 
furious it may prove upon a ſudden Emotion, 
is ſo deſtitute of Senſe and Conduct, and ſo 
apt to make every Trifle or Subject of hu- 
mane Prudence the Cauſe of God, that, when 
left alone, nothing is to be apprehended from 
it; but when join d with a Party Spirit, wiſe 
enough, and powerful enough to govern it; 
the two evil Spirits ſo united prove often ir- 
reſiſtible, as they did, upon this Occaſion. 
But, Gentlemen, this is a large and noble 
Subject by itſelf; the Hiſtory, I mean, of the 
Conjunction of the two evil Spirits of thoſe 
Times, that loſt the ten Provinces ; which I. 
recommend to whoever amongſt you would 
exerciſe his Talents, in ranging the Materials 
I ſhall help him to. Much Honour is to be 
got, and no Offence given; for it is not to 
be apprehended, that his Readers will miſ- 
take an Account of Facts, paſt above ſixty 
Years before our Troubles began, and thin 
they were intended to be apply'd to thoſe 
Troubles, which have now laſted near theſe 
eighty Years; and of which, God wren 
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fi the Child unborn ſhall ſee the End: For in 
à corrupt State, where the Progreſs is from 
bad to worſe, there is no End, but one that's 
worſe than none. But, I ſay, neither ſuch 
an Application, nor any Offence from it, is to 
be apprehended ; for we are not yet weary 
of our Troubles, nor have any Dread of the 
like Conſequences from them, ſince we ſhew 
no Concern to prevent ſuch Conſequences ; 
tho' the Subje& of the Difference is often a 
Nothing un Capuc hon] a ſquare or pointed 
Coul [a lana caprina] the Colour of the Ele- 

hant. 

a But now to return where I left off, viz. at 
the Proofs I was giving of this Prince's pious 
and religious Diſpoſition, by Declarations of 
his, upon ſuitable Occaſions ; I ſhall add to 
theſe ſome particular Facts, which will put 
that Matter beyond all doubt. vn 
Mierop, the Treaſurer of the States, found 
kim once alone at home, and in his Bed, aban- 
don'd by all his Servants ; him ſo good a Maſter, 
left to ſerve himſelf (for he excell'd in all pri- 
vate Relations of Maſter, Father, Husband, 
Friend, aswell as in the publick ones of Prince, 
Patriot, Citizen, c.) and him left alone, who 
was never without numbers of Servants ; for 
he knew not what it was to be little in any 
thing, and liv'd great even in his loweſt Cir- 
cumſtances. But the truth is, they had all 
mp away and forſaken him, taking it to 


( 40 ) | | « 

the Plague that he was dying of; and he was 
indeed in appearance dying; tho' it ſeems, not 
then of the Plague (tis true, he had it at ano- 
ther time) but of Concern and Grief, having 
loſt Hopes of ſaving Leyden ; for tho' he was 
ſo low and ſunk, that he could hardly anſwer 


Nierop, when he ask d him about his Health ; 


yet no ſooner had Nierop told him, that he 


rought him good News of Leyden, viz. that 
the Inhabitants had laid aſide their Thoughts 


of ſurrendring, and werereſolv'dto wait forthe 
- comin of the Sea to their Relief; but all on 


a ſudden, raiſing himſelf on the Bed, with Eyes 1 


and Hands lifted up to God, he broke forth 
into Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and from that 


Moment recover d; and upon his Recovery, 


by indefatigable Application and perſonal La- 
bour, ſav'd the Town; as the Hiſtory of that 


Matter ſhews: For it was one of his great 


Maxims, never on nice Occaſions to truſt 


others with the Execution, when he could be 


preſent himſelf, 12 r 
FK. Aldigond, his chief Miniſter, a Flemmiſb 
Nobleman by Birth, but whom he had bor- 


row'd from the Elector Palatine, becauſe of 
his ſingular Capacity in Buſineſs, as well as 


Knowledge in moſt Sciences, relates, that the 


laſt time he ſaw the Prince, which was a lit- 


tle before his Peath, he (St. Ald gond) com- 


plain'd to him of the Malice and ber 
4 8 a. 
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Wrude of Friends, at leaſt of thoſe that ought 


P De 


ame Cauſe: Which, K. Aldigond ſaid, he 
Would no longer bear; and therefore he ask d 
Have to retire from Buſineſs. And indeed, to 
bear with, or forgive Friends, proves often a 


who is conſcious to himſelf that he never fails 
is Friend, than it is for him to forgive his 
nemies: But we live in an Age that ſaves 
Jas the Trouble of this hard Work. I cannot 
ut here add of St, Aldigond, tho it be not 
to my preſent Purpoſe, that he indeed, after 
this Prince's Death, retir' d from Buſineſs, ha- 
ing firſt acquitted himſelf nobly of the Truſt 


wo 


3 


hat he might well have added the Word 
Hucſtice to his Motto, [Repas aillieures] Reſt or 
ion to his, did him Juſtice at laſt, as became 
Woreateſt Confidence and Honour; but he pre- 
olomon ſays, there's a time for every thing, 


laying 


\ 


Wo be ſuch, ſince they were engag d in the 


harder Work for a Man of a generous Mind, 


he Prince had bequeathed to him, by the fa- 
nous Defence he made at Antwerp; but for 
ohich he met with, in return, Defamation 
nnd Calumny, as if he had betray'd it: So 


WO uet elſewhere, But the States, who had at 
irſt preferr'd their own Honour and Reputa- 
hem, and offer d him Employments of the 
err'd Retirement and Books; and indeed, as 


And the old General was in the right, who, in 
Paſer to Charles V. that complain d of his 
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laying down, told him, that he was reſoly'd, | 
before he left the World, to have ſome time | 
to think of what he had been doing in it; and 
not to go bloody, and in a hurry out of it. 
Which, tis ſaid, gave that Emperor the firſt 
Thought of what he did not long after, that 

brought ſo much Glory to himſelf, and Re- 
proach upon his Son, for enyying him it. But 
to go on; No, no, ſaid the Prince to St. Aldi-. 
gond, Let all the World, both Friends and 
Enemies, trample upon us, provided we can 
but advance the Cauſe of Religion. 
Aͤnd in a Letter to Charles IX. to juſtify his 
joining with the French Proteſtants, in the 
War againſt him, he ſays, All Men were in | 
Duty to God, and to their Neighbour, bound 
to promote Religion; by Arms, tis apparent 
he would ſay, when Arms are neceſlary. 
And indeed, fuch was his undaunted Spirit, 
and never-failing or fainting Zeal and Con- 
cern, not only for the Cauſe of Liberty, which 
is the Cauſe of God too, but alſo for that of 
Religion; which was the true and only Cauſe 
of the Civil Wars in France, upon this Occa- 
ſion, whatever other Cauſes might concur 
(as is uſual) at other times: Such, Iſay, was 
his Spirit and Concern, that no Diſcourage- i 
ments nor Misfortunes could ever make him 
deſpond and give over, as he himſelf told 
Brantom he would not do: But his Cuſtom W 
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was, when he was no more in a Condition to 
fight in one Country, to go and fight it out in 
another: Fight it, I may ſay, on his Summe 
For when all his Deſigns had miſcarry'd in the 

E Low-Conntries, where he had been in a man- 

ner routed and driven out, not by the Power 
of his Enemies, which indeed was inferiour to 
his; but, which went more to his Heart, by 
the Mutiny of his own Men, and the Puſilla- 


nimity of his Friends, who fail'd to furniſl 
him with Money and Proviſions. Pray, what 
did he? Why, what true Magnanimity 
FX prompted him to, which never ſtops in a good 
== Cauſe, minds neither what's paſt, nor to 
1 _ but goes on. So having with much 
== ado 


* 


got rid of his own Army of near Thirty 
thouſand Men, who would have ſold him, 


had not he bought them, ſold and mortgag d 
all to pacify them; he went with the Duke 


of Deux Ponts into France, with Twelve hun- 
dred Horſe, viz. all thoſe of his Army that 
did not forſake him; and was with that Duke 
in ſeveral Actions, till he join d the Admiral 
in Poictou; which March and Junction, Father 


Daniel the Jeſuit informs us, was reckon'd 


one of the greateſt Military Performances of 
that Age, and that he had the entire Honour 
of it. The Battel of Jarnac, where the 
Prince of Conde was kill'd, was over before he 
came: But he was with the Admiral at the 


Action 
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under the Command of his Brother Lodovick, 
and to return to Germany, where his Preſence 
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to ſerve God according to his own Conſcience ; 


Religion upon any other account, is down- 


Liberty. No, his Maxim was, that nothing 
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Action of Roch-la-belle, but went away before 
the Battel of Montcontour, being prevail'd on 
by the Admiral to leave his Men with them, 


and Credit, upon the Duke of Deum Pont's 
Death, were abſolutely neceſſary to procure 
them more Troops ; which he did; travelling 
through all France, (diſguis'd as a Merchant) 
with more Danger than if he had been in the 
unfortunate Battles, where his Brother got ſo 
mites ener nn G440t1 BN 
_ "Tis evident alſo, that by the Cauſe of 
Religion he means a Liberty for every Man 


which only indeed is Religion to him, and, as 
a part of the common Liberty of Mankind, is 
the only Cauſe of Religion that may be ad- 
vanc'd or promoted by the Sword, in oppo- [ 
ſition to Perſecution, as well as defended by 
it ; as any other Birthright or Property may 
be aſſerted and maintain'd in oppoſition to 
Tyranny. But to uſe Force in Matters of 


right contrary to this; and as much, in his 
Judgment, a piece of Tyranny, as this is of 


ought to be more free from Force or Com- 
pulſion, than Conſcience, or Religion. And 
it was his declar'd Principle, to tolerate all 
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thoſe whoſe Lives gave no Scandal, and whoſe 
Opinions were not inconſiſtent with humane 


W Society. But the Party and Bigot Spirits of 
neither Side would bear this, which loſt the 
ten Provinces. 1 


When the Spanzards, after the Havock they 


| : had made at Harlem, were on their March to 
= North-Holland, the Governor and Council 
there wrote to him, that the People were all 


in motion to ſhip themſelves, and leave the 
Country ; which they own'd they could not 
diſapprove of, ſince there was noappearance of 
Relief : But that if he had made Alliances 
with any foreign Potentates, from whom he 
expected ſpeedy Succours, they pray'd him to 
let them know it, that they might communi- 
cate it to the People ; and that he would do 
this without loſs of time, for they apprehend- 
ed the Enemy might ſhut them up by Sea 
too. | r 
_ He, in his excellent Anſwer, worthy of 
the Greatneſs of his Mind, Upbraids them 
os — was his uſual way with the People 
auctoritatis ſue aſſiduus cuſios} ſays Reida- 
e zus) with the want of Manly Courage, and 
« of Experience in the Affairs of this World, 
to be thus dejected upon any Accident or 
« Misfortune, to which all Affairs were lia- 
*. ble, as if the Fate of this Land depended 
Fon the Caſe of Harlem, -— He takes God 
r E wy tO 


A 
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« to witnefs his Sorrow and Concern forthe 
<« loſs of that Town, (nay, he was then him- 
ce ſelf, with all the Bravery he ſhews, ſick, and 
ce kept his Bed upon it) which (he ſays) all 
ce poſſible Endeavours had been us'd to fave. 
- But becauſe it has ſeem'd otherwiſe 
c to God in his Divine Will, ſhould we 
ce therefore deſert him, or deſpiſe his Word? 
<« Is the Hand of God therefore ſhorten'd; 
© (5c. -—— Tis true, Chriſtian Charity ob- 
<< 1 us to compaſſionate our Brethren of 
« Harlem ; but in all Ages the Blood of 
« Martyrs, Gc. —-— And we ought to be 
« the more animated to maintain our righte- 
« ous Cauſe, that we plainly ſee the deſign 
e of the Enemy is, to oppreſs Truth or Re- 
<« ligion it ſelf, at any rate; for he violates 
<« all Faith and Agreements, without regard 
« to God or Man. Therefore I beſeech 
ce you, lay aſide your pannick Fears; return to 
< yourſelves; and act with the Steadineſs 
<« that becomes you: Have before your Eyes 
ce the Example of the Zealanders; who, by | 
ce their Boldneſs and Reſolution, are gaining 
« on the Enemy: And if you ſuſtain loſs at 
any time, for that will happen, ſubmit to 
ce it, as to a Puniſhment for your Sins. On 
ce our part, we {hall ſpare neither Life nor 
< Eſtate, to ſerve you: But as for Alliances 
F and Potentates; I aſſure you, that, before 
| 2 cc I un- 
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e undertook the Protection of theſe op- 
ce preſs d Provinces, I made ſuch a firm Al- 
( liance with the Potentate of Potentates, that 
lam fully perſwaded, that you, and who- 
== © ſoever will put their Confidence in him, 
c ſhall be deliver'd from all their Enemies; 
= © tho' ſtill I am for neglecting none of the 
= © ordinary Means that God has put into 

your Hands.” 5 
Thus he put Spirit (his own Spirit) into a 
poor People ; who indeed had nothing to ex- 
pect but Ruin; and he makes the Quarrel 
the Cauſe of God; and that to deſert or 
leave the Country, was to diftruſt his Word, 
and abandon his Cauſe. Not one word of 
Liberty: For they had an Anſwer ready 


that their Deſign in Flying, was to ſave their 
Liberty. Nor was it one Town only, as he 
= artfully extenuates Matters: No, they had 
before their Eyes, beſides Harlem, the Blood 
or Maſſacres, and Ruins and Deſolations of 
Mechlin, Zutphen, Maeſiricht, Naerden, Oude- 
water, &c. 33 
However, all own the Fact; that his Let- 
ters did the Buſineſs; for he wrote a great 
many : And when they began to recover 
their Spirits, he alter'd his Style, and cajol'd 
them ; magnifying and extolling their Cou- 
rage; in a manner Propheſying to thoſe of 
Alkmaer; that they were not only to fave them- 

: E. ſelves 
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ſelves, but to have the Honour of ſaying the 
whole Country; as indeed they did: For by 
the wonderful Defence they made, they 
broke the Heart of the Spaniſh Army. _ 
But who can here enough admite his own FI 
invincible Spirit; as well as the wonderful 
Spirit of that People! For at the time that 
he wrote thoſe Letters, beſides his Illneſs or 
want of Health, be had a Load of Vexation | 
and Uneaſineſs upon him, enough to cruſh 
any Man's Spirit, that was not, as the Fa- 
thers, I am told, ſpeak of St. Pauls Body, 
made of. Marble or Braſe. 
The Story is thus; The Spaniſb Army had 
ſuffer d — by the Siege of Harlem; which 
had laſted ſeven Months; and the moſt part 
of that time was a hard Winter * 3 
they had neither Money nor Proviſions; for 
when they took the Town, they wanted 28 
Months pay. This gave occaſion to a Conteſt 
amongſt them. Thoſe put in Garriſon pre- 
tended to have, for themſelves alone, all the 
Money that was rais'd upon the Town; 
Which the reſt of the Army, quarter'd about 
in the Country, pretended at the ſame time 
to a part of. The Commanders having de- 
cided the Matter in favour of the laſt, and 
order d them their Share; the Garriſon upon 
this mutiny d; and ſent ten of their Number 
cloath d as Merchants to the Prince, then ſick 
0 | 5 at 
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at Leyden; who ask'd to ſpeak to him in pri- 
vate; and being admitted to his Bed-ſide 
alone, as they deſir d, which his Friends were 
afraid to ſuffer; but he himſelf fear'd no- 
thinę; they diſcover'd themſelves to be Spani- 
ardt; and told him they pity'd his Condition, 
now that he was fo much weaken'd by the 
loſs of Harlem: And to ſhow, how well af- 
[HE fected they were towards him, they were 
come, they ſaid, to offer him back that 
Town, provided they might have Forty 
K&S thouſand Gilders or Florins paid down. And 
they added the Manner, how they pretended - 
to make their Word good; a Manner in- 
deed, that could not fail, ſince they acted 
by Authority from the Garriſon. 
VP pon this he try'd every where, if it was 
poſſible to get the Money; but found it not 
practicable: So that all he could do, was to 
tchank them, and difmiſs them civilly. This 
Mutiny continu'd ſix Weeks; which loſt the 
* Summer to tize Spaniards; and, with the Re- 
olution of thoſe of Alkmaer, fav'd the Country. 
= *Tis ſtrange, that in all that time, fo ſmall” 
a Sum could not be got; but it is yet more 
ttrange and incredible, that he and that Peo- 
yle, with fuch Finances, could think to go on, 
1 Band go on with the War, as they did, three- 
core Yeats longer. Let never after this true 
Patriot, deſpair ! Liberty, as he ſays elſewhere, 
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is an incomprehenſible Good: Liberty, has 


where this very People, that could not com- 


Harlem; the Defence and Loſs of which had 
cedit fidem] ſays Strada. The Damage alone 


done the Country, amounted to Seven hun. 


and Villages having, upon the bare Propoſal, [| 


their Power to do: As it does; whenever ii 
makes them reſolve on more; for Reſolution 


_ Caſes. Why, one thing can; and nothing 
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indeed Reſources above all Imagination. 
Of this there appear'd a ſignal Inſtance, at 
the Siege of Lzyden, about a Year after; 


mand Forty thouſand Gilders, to recover 


coſt them Millions; brought Seas and Fleets Me 
together, forty Miles over Land, to the relief 
of Leyden. Who can believe it! | omnem ex- 


dred thouſand Gilders ; which they in cold 
Blood reſolv'd on; the Neighbouring Towns | 


before Deliberation, ſolemnly engag'd to one 
another, that no private Intereſt ſhould take | 
place, in caſe the Project ſhould be found 
practicable. LE edt oath = 

Incomprehenſible Liberty ! I ſay again, that I 
can make People do more, than is indeed in 


gives them the Power that was wanting. 
There is the Secret, tis true; but the Point 
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[ hoc opus, hic labor] is, how to come at this 
Secret of taking a Reſolution in deſperate 


but that can do it; ſuch a Love of Liberi/ 
as renders Men incapable of parting with it; 
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incapable of ſurviving the loſs of it. © We 
= < are ſixty good Towns, reſoly'd, ſa id that 
c people to Queen Elizabeth, to do and ſuffer 
any thing for our Liberty; and to bury 
= © ourſelves in the Ruins of our Country, 
* rather than part with it.” Right !then all was 
r WT ſafe, they, and their Country, and their Liber- 
ty; as the Event ſhow'd : no doubt was any 
more to be made of their acting, when 
once they had thus reſolv d: Accordingly 
they did, and ſuffer d any thing, nay all things, 
e infinitely above their own ſtrength, at leaſt 
- WT infinitely above what Mankind in that Age 
chougnt it poſſible for them to do and ſuffer ; 
and which Mankind in Ages to come will 
„never give Credit to. Vivant! (I mean 
ce every where in Glory) and all ſuch, if ſuch 
e there be in this Sink 72 fece) of ours. 
dBut there can be no better Evidence for his 
Piety, than his uſual Practice, as in the Caſe 
before us, of having, upon critical Occaſions, 
recourſe to God by Prayer; whom he himſelf 
declares to the States, he had more than 
once found a Help at Hand, in the greateſt 
Exigencies of his Life. And therefore, ſays 
= © he in the beginning of his famous Apo- 
= © logy: My conſtant and earneſt Prayer to 
= © God Almighty ſince I engag'd in your 
Quatre! (he ſpeaks to the States) has ever 
[4A CC 
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F been, that if, at any time, in the Proſecy- 
tion of ſo good a Work, as the reſcuing 
& you from Slavery, I ſhould prefer my pri- 
vate Intereſts to yours, he would, in ſuch 
« a Caſe, puniſh me with Infamy, and ſuch 
other Puniſhments as I ſhould juſtly de- 
& ſerve. | 1 n 

Of this I have given other ſignal Inſtances 
out of the Dutch Hiſtory, particularly a fa- 
mous one; when during the Sea figlit near 
Middleburg, upon which all depended, he 
being on the Shore, and having concluded 
from ſome miſtaken Appearances, that the 
Enemy's Fleet was getting the better ; was 
not able to cover his Concern, but retir d 
and ſhut himſelf up alone; where his Friends 
found him praying, and in Tears, when they 
brought him the News, that their Fleet had 
got the Victory; which thoſe of Zealand, to 
this Day, aſcribe to his Prayers: For the 
Wind they ſay chang'd in the critical Minute 
of his retiring, and when the Change was 
neceſſary to decide the Matter, by prevent- 
ing the Relief of Midadleburg: For the Spani- 
ards had two Fleets; one to fight, which the 
Dutch beat ; and another to take their Time 
and carry Proviſions into the Town ; as they 
were doing, when the change of the Wind 
ſtop'd them; which only could dg it; for 
the Diuch had no Ships to oppoſe them. 
Fo that 
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that Place. All which at leaſt ſhows, the 
great Opinion the People of that Age had of 
his Piety; fince they believ'd he was thus 
heard of God. LS any 
I ſhall here add another Inſtance, that at 
once contains Progfs of all that I have been 
afirming, or am to affirm, of his Love to his 
Country; of the Goodneſs and Tenderneſs 
of his Nature; of his Chriſtian Diſpoſition 
to all Men; and his Piety towards God : But 
particularly that in his Thoughts and Diſpo- 
ſitions about Religion, he excell'd other Men 
as much, as he did in his other Virtues: In a 
word, that he was inwardly a truly Pious and 
Religious Man; tho' he {hunn'd Show and 
Profeſſion: And Proofs the more to be valy'd 
and depended on, that he gives them at a 
Time, that admits of no Aﬀectation, nor other 
indirect Views or Springs; but ſhows they 
were the natural Iſſues of his Heart, of a 
fix'd and ſettled Temper or Habit of Mind: 
For he himſelf and all others thought him 
dying; nor could they think atherwiſe, 
The Matter ſtood thus. In April 1582, 
two Years before his Death, as he roſe from 
Dinner at Antwerp, and was ſhewing the 
Count de la Vall, and ſome others of the French 
Nobility that belong'd to the Duke of An- 
jou, then Duke of Brabant, c. the barbarous 
Cruelties of the Sparards, done on the Ta- 
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peſtry; he receiv'd, himſelf, a ſenſible Proof 


of their Barbarity ; being at that inſtant ſhot 
in the Head by an Aſſaſin ſet on by them. 
The Ball enter'd near his Throat, pierc'd the 
15 Vein, and the Palate of his Mouth, 

roke one Tooth, and came out near his 


Noſe on the other Cheek. The Fire burnt 


his Ruff and Beard, but at the ſame time 


ſear'd the Jugular Vein; fo that he bled lit- 


tle there. He was at firſt ſtruck or confound- 


ed; and ud to ſay, that he thought the 
Houſe had come down upon him: And it 


ſeems he fainted, and was falling; for the 
Accounts bear, that they held him up; and 
that he quickly came to himſelf. And then 


_ perceiving that his Guards in their Rage 


were killing Jorini the Aſſaſin, he call'd to 
them not to kill him; for, ſaid he, I forgive 
him my Death. Obſerving too, many French 


about him, the Duke, ſaid he to them, has 


loſt a faithful Servant this Day; adding, that 


he pity'd him and the Provinces, becauſe of 
the great Difficulties that they had to ſtrug- 


gle with [Princeps quaſi moriturus, & Belgii 


& Ducis, cui tot diſficultatibus conflickandum 


eſſe præwideret, vicem lamentabatur, ſays Thu- 


ans.] And then addreſſing himſelf to the 


Flemming and Dutch, whom he ſaw there 
with the French; he exHorted them all to be- 
have themſelves with Duty and Fidelity Fo 
1. = 5 ; 3 . ; t e 
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the Duke: For, as Matters are, ſaid he, I 
know no Prince ſo fit to protect the Coun- 
try as the Duke. And all Accounts bear, 
that in his Agony, both then and after, he 
ſhow'd much more Concern for the Duke, 
and the Country, than for himſelf. Divine! 
and, as appears, his natural and unchangeable 

Temper of Mind. 
The Nature of the Wound made thoſe, 
that were preſent, give him for gone at firſt, 
And it was only by Prince Manrice's Pru- 
dence, then but eighteen Years of Age; that 
the People were kept from maſlacring the 
Duke, and all his French ; for the Cry was 
already up in the Town, | les noces de Paris] 
the Paris Match (or Maſlacre) ; for it was the 
Duke's Birth-Day ; and he was making Pre- 
parations for a Ball, and other publick Rejoi- 
cings, which the People took to be a Cover 
and Art to amuſe; as the like had proy'd at 
the Marriage of the King of Navarre : But 
inſtead of this, the Duke ſent to the Prince for 
his Protection; and often declar'd, that he 
had never been fo frighted in his whole Life. 
The Prince, becauſe he could nolonger ſpeak, 
wrote with bis own Hand to the Commander 
of the Town Guards, in favour of the Duke 
and French, to keep all quiet, | 
But the Bleeding being ſtop'd, the Phyſi- 
cians hop'd the Danger was over, 'till fifteen 
* a 3 Days | 
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Days after, that the Eſcar falling off, he loſt 
twelve Pound of Blood by the Wound, and 
two Pound more, which they took from him, 
to divert the Courſe of it. But all this not 
ſucceeding, they gave him for gone a ſecond 
time : And rely his Recovery was a ſort of 
Miracle; for one of the Phyſicians happening, 
in Deſpair, to ſtop the Bleeding by holding 
his Thumb on the place; and others con- 
tinuing to do the ſame without Intermiſſion 
for nine Days and nine Nights, the Wound 
at laſt clos'd up of itſelf, N 
The bare Narrative, or Relation of this 
Matter, is ſufficient to make good much of 
what I have advanc d. But to proceed to the 
particular Point of the religious Frame and 
Diſpoſition of his Spirit; one Morning, when 
he had thrown up out of his Stomach five 
Pound of Blood, the Phyſicians, having 
little or no Hopes of him, forbad him to ſpeak 
or move; but he, who never gave over, 
knew not what it was to be ſtill or paſſive, 
when he could be active and in his Duty, 
wrote on his Table-Book an Adieu to Du 
Pleſſis Mornay, who was preſent ; praying 
him to continue the ſame Affection to his 
Lady and Son, that he had ever ſhown to 
himſelf. But this was not all; for he could 
hold no longer, but in his Agony, with great 
Emotion, call'd to Monſieur Villiers, his Mi; 
lee | | 8 niſter, 
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ziſter, as well as Friend and Counſellor, a 
Man every way extraordinary (for the Prince 
kept no little Tools about him, as others, to 
the Diſhonour of his Blood, have done : 

Call'd to him, I ſay, with great Warmt 
and Concern, how he {ſhould be able to an- 
ſwer, qr give an Account to God for ſo much 
Blood as had been ſhed. And when Villiers 
replied, that the Juſtice of the Cauſe, and 
the Neceſſity of the War, were to ballance 
any particular Exceſſes committed in it: No, 
cry'd out the Prince, I truſt onh to the Mercy 
c 71 'tis by Mercy only that I can be 

aud. — 

Now, pray, Gentlemen, conſider here witli 
me a Prince, nay, a great Man every way; 
but at preſent conſider him only, as having 
liv'd, and now dying (for ſo he himſelf and 
his Friends thought) in all the Circumſtances, 
and with all the Qualities neceſſary to render 
him what we call a Free-Thinker : For Inſtance, 
a Camp and Court Education, that is, in a 
conſtant Hurry with the Riot of Luxury, and 
the other Corruption of Pleaſures and Intrigues. 
A vaſt Fortune to ſupply him in all this, and 
2nfwer the Demands of the Paſſions and Diſ- 
orders that attend ſuch a Life. More Know- 
ledge in all Sciences than ſeems poſſible to 
conſiſt with it; but Gentleman-like Know- 
ledge, general, and for the moſ} part, not 
101i: 0 ſufficient 
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ſufficient for nice and ſerious Subjects. A 
Boldneſs and Freedom of Thought, which a 
great Mind, and ſuch a Life and Company, 
inſpire, with an Ambition to diſtinguiſh him- 
ſelf that way too. Add Times, in which 
the Queſtion was, Religion, or not ; and 
which true, if any; for the Tates were all 
over the Field ſo rank and thick, that the 
good Seed did no where appear. And of 
Eſtabliſhments, Se&s, Diſtinctions, Deno- 
minations, there were a Hundred to one 
againſt Truth (if we'll believe them) where- 
ever Truth could be, or was to be found : 


For in this the Hundred agreed to damn the 
One, the every one that pretended to fave, 


or to be the only true one; which all of 
them doing, thus at leaſt they made Dam- 
nation ſure to themſelves, to each of them 
without Exception, if want of Charity can 
inſure it ; which they, and the Apoſtle too, 
agree it can; nay, will, and undoubtedly 
muſt, if there be no more Mercy in ſtore for 
Mankind with the Powers above, than they 


have for themſelves, or one another here be- 


low. Add to what I have faid, ſuch a 
troubleſome perplex d Life, and now ſuch an 
unworthy Death, both of them ſufficient to 
have ſower'd and fretted him into a froward 


and cebellious Temper of Mind; in a word, 


— 


to have made his Spirit revolt againſt Provi- 
; : | 


And 
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And yet, all this notwithſtanding, behold 
this Prince a Believer, firſt in God, and ſo 
an honeſt Man ; not barely by Nature or na- 
tural Diſpoſitions, an Honeſty, which like 
Honour and Courage from the ſame Stock, 
often does not hold; but by Reaſon, or in 
Submiſſion to Conviction, and the Author 
of Nature, that holds when the former fails; 
And next a Believer in one, who undertakes 
to make his Peace (which at Death every 
Man finds he has to make) with the other; 
nay, undertakes to do yet more, to procure 
him a Reward, even for imperfect (if honeſt 
and well- meant) Endeavour s. 

Why, he refleQting on his great ſhare in 
the Effuſion of ſo much Blood, could not but 
with Concern and Emotion, be conſcious to 
himſelf, that, though the Cauſe was juſt, and 
great, and glorious, his Integrity in the 
managing of it, had not been ſo pure and 
unmix'd, as became him and it. Thus not 
finding in himſelf wherewith to ſtand upon 
his Juſtification, he pleads guilty ; and natu- 
rally flies for Shelter and Protection to the 
City of Refuge, the great Sanctuary, from 
the Avenger, the Cry of Blood, and all other 
Guilt, to one both his Advocate ang Judge, 
a kind Friend as well as gracious Maſter ; 
who promiſes to receive all thoſe that come 
to him, with a Diſpoſition to learn of him, 

or 
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or be adviſed and aſſiſted by him; and Who, 
though he claims indeed all that's due, and will 
have them to own the Debt, declares, that 
he expects not full Payment, but will take 
what they can give; expects neither abſolute, 
unmix d Purity of Intention, nor Perfection 
of Performance; but is ſatisfyd with the 
bruis d Reed, and ſmoaking Flax, Repen- 
tance or Sorrow for what is paſt, and Re- 
ſolution with Endeavours to amend. And 
what leſs could either he ask, or they offer? 
Tis ſtrange that the Children (the weak, and 
poor, and ſimple, ) ſhould feel the Root ſuch 
an Inſtitution has in their Natures; and yet 
the Adult (the rich, and the wiſe, and the 
mighty, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) ſhould ſo few 
of them either feel it, or diſcern it. Ithank 
thee, O Father! that ſo it is, ſaid the dutiful 
Son, who beſt knew the Reaſon of the Ap- 
pointment, that ſuch was the Nature of the 
Heart of Man. I thank thee, that ſo it 
ſeemeth good to thee (I think are the Words) 
Reaſon enough for his Hearers. 5 
But to proceed: I have upon this occaſion 
added, in his Life, other Paſſages, to ſhow, 
that though he was of a ſtrong Conſtitution, 
having never been fick a Week together, 
but once of the Plague; and that he had 
an invincible Firmneſs of Mind, which no 
Misfortunes could ſhake ; nay, he appear d 
Ska always 
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always greateſt in Adverſity: For, inſtead 
of relenting, or giving over, he became 
more active and induſtrious upon it, as both 
Friends and Enemies own : | Nulle animun 
ſrangere adverſitates, nulla incommoda aut la- 
bores fatigare corpus poterant] ſays Reidanus ; 
[Ut corpore nihil lahorthus ſracto, ita animo 

emper excelſo egit, ſays Grotius:] Yet all this 
Magnanimity notwithſtanding, ſuch ſtill was 
his Concetn for the Publick, that it often 
affected his Health; and kis Body, that reſiſt- 
ed all Labour and Fatigue, yielded to Grief, 
though his Mind did not yield to the other 
uſual Effects of it, as during the Sieges of 
Harlem and Leyden; and when he loſt his 
Brothers, with the chief of his German 
Friends at Mocker Heyde. For, though upon 
all theſe Occaſions, he omitted nothing, but 
did what mortal Man could do to prevent, 
or redreſs what happen d; yet ſtill, when he 
could do no more, his Concern was too 
ſtrong for him, and he fell ſick upon it. So 
that tis hard to determine which of the two 
he excell'd moſt in, the Greatneſs or Good- 
neſs of his Mind. „ 

This led me to ſhow, that he was natu- 
rally tender and affectionate, full of Pity 
and Compaſſion, as all good Natures are, 
ſuch as his evidently was: For he abhorr'd 
all Cruelty, [ab omni truculentia alienus] ſays 
a Gfotius; 
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Grotius ; nay, could not do a hard thing, 
nor ſee even the Enemies Country waſted 
and deſtroy'd, where he commanded ; nay, 
he who had been in ſo much Blood, could 


not be preſent at the Execution even of Male- 


factors. And being at hunting with Henry II. 
and meeting a Crowd hurrying a poor Wretch 
to Execution; who ſhould it be, but, as they 
told him, upon his asking, one that had 
robb'd the Prince of Orange of his Plate at 
Paris, where he was then Philip's Ambaſſa- 
dor, and Hoſtage for the Performance of 
the Peace of Cambray : Upon which he diſ- 
covering himſelf, got a Promiſe of them to 
wait his Return; and riding ſtraight to the 
King, got the Robber his Pardon; as well 
pleas'd, I believe, with the Rencounter, as 
the poor Man himſelf was; for he did not 
ſo much as inſiſt to have his Plate again : 
His great Soul [contemptor diwitiarum animus] 
was above minding it, nor did he ever re- 
cover it; the ſame having been ſhar'd, and 
diſposd of by the Band; but order'd his 
Servants, who would otherwiſe have ſtop'd 
the poor Man's Pardon, to let them keep 
I. 

He would have ſav'd even Jorini, who 
ſhot him, as I have told you, in the Head 
at Antwerp ; and would not ſuffer the other 


Plotters againſt his Life to be torn to pieces 


q alive, 
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alive, according to the Letter of the Sentence; 
but artfully got them firſt to be ſtrangled. 
Nay, ſuch was his Compaſh jon, even for 
ſuch Criminals that ſeem'd not to deſerve it ; 
(as for inſtance, an Anabaptiſt that had 
| murder'd his Wife at Amſterdam) that where- 
ever he happened to be at the time of ſevere 

Executions, he could not abſtain from in- 
terpoſing his Credit or Authority, to have 
them diſpatch d, or otherwiſe ſoften d; and 
he was himſelf ingenious in falling on Ex- 


pedients, how to Feconcile this with the 


Judgment given in ſuch Caſes: And there- 
fore got it added by the Judges, as it were 
to the Severity of the Sentence, that the 


Husband ſhould have his right Hand firſt 


cut off with the Knife with Which he had 


kill d his Wife, and to be ſtruck in the Head 


with it, as it ſeems he had ſtruck her; but 


his true Deſign was to have him dead before 


he was thrown into the Fire. With the ſame 


Deſign and Art, he made the Plotters at 


Antwerp to be ty'd fo ſtrait about the Neck, 

in putting the Horſes to them, that they 

were dead before the Horſes began to 
ull. 

; Count Boſſue, his Relation, had been i in 

a Deſign to have him aſſaſmated; of which 
a full Diſcovery was made, by the taking of 


Letter under Boſſue's own Hand ; and yet 
* the 


— — —— 


— — — — — — — — - 
— oy vulgar ˙—— = 2 A  Ge - — 
— — — BTID rs —_——— 


. —[: T . 3 
— — — — — — — - — - 5 > 
— 2 — — = — - — Z 2 3 - 


— — — — Dun , 
— « — — - - — 
— — * E 
—— — — — — 
— ee DD DEE: 


=_ — — 
— — 
—ͤ—ũ—ꝙ—— —jäͤ— 
— 

— meg 

— — 


. — 1 


— - 
— 
—— — 


Ez  —_—_——w—_———__ 
— . = 


—— 


— 


"> IC PC YC ICED = "> COW 
% l 


a 

E 

$710 46! } 
yl P 


1100 jv 
| 13 
i\ 
wy l 
AI \ 
i jg 
4 
(14! 
' 0 
i 
Mi i 
1 
4 ry 
''s 


— - — — — — — — — — == _ ED On 
— 2 4 - — - _— -— — — —— — — — 
— 2 — 2 — — — — — — 


- . _ — — — — * — X N = . = ; INSTR > o : 
—__— x — - * * — * A - * 2 2 — — * 5 — — 2 * a 
2 M CLE, . — ⏑—õ⸗ã. . . Digs, rv" * 8 : FF 2” 97,0 EPI yy” ne Oe; e r . 2 * 2 * 
— - . * 
. 
. * 


Er . RAS 5 


( 64 ) 
the Prince only kept him in Priſon, when he 
had him at Mercy, upon defeating and 


taking both him and the Enemy's Fleet, of 


which he was Admiral : Nor did his private 
Reſentment make him oppoſe 1 55 being 
ſet at Liberty, by an Article in the Pacifica- 
tion of Ghent ; nor his being after this made 


General of the Confederate Army ; ſince 


the publick Service, or Peace and Union 

among themſelves ſeem'd to require it. For 
the Flemmiſh Nobility growing emulous of 
this Prince, and envious of his Credit with 
the People, eighteen of the chief of them 
combin'd together againſt him, to thwart 
him in every thing, and indeed to ruin him ; 
by endeavouring which, they in the end 


ruin d themſelves, and loſt their Country. 


They, in order to embroil Matters, were for 


making Boſſue General, who was an old 


Commander, and one of their Body and 
Number, hoping the Prince would oppoſe 
him ; for the Prince had ask'd to be General 
himſelf ; and it look'd like a deſign'd perſo- 
Gr Affront, thus to prefer his Aſſaſin to 
=: | 
But tho' thus a great Opportunity was loſt ; 
for the Prince, had he commanded, would, 
as in vain he advis'd them to do, have gone 


ftraight to Namur, and taken Don Jotn Pri- 
ſoner, which they were abundantly able to 


do 5 


(65) 
do; and this would have done the Buſineſs at 
once: He, like all Men of his Underſtanding, 
was for great Strokes, Deciſions. However, he 
was ſtill too good, and too wiſe for them; 
and ſhow'd it, upon this occaſion, as he had 
done, upon their ſending for the Arch-Duke 
without his Knowledge, to put him over his 
Head: For inſtead of oppoſing either the 
dne or the other, which he had Credit and 
Power enough to have done ; only the Pub- 
lick muſt have ſuffer d by the Diviſions this 
would have created, which was what thoſe 
Lords deſir d; but which, he, upon no Pro- 
vocation, would give way to ; never gra- 
tifying his Paſſions to the Prejudice of the 
Publick. No: inſtead of this, I ſay, he by 
his frank Compliance, and the Art, in which 
he excell'd, of managing Men's Minds and 
Paſſions, got quickly to himſelf, from them, 
the Government both of the Arch-Duke, and 
of Boſſur. And indeed, he reform'd Boſſue 
to that degree, that he did extraordinary 
Service, and died much regretted : A ſignal 
Inſtance or Proof, that there was nothing too 
hard for this Prince ; in which he could not, 
when he reſoly'd on it, get the better both 
of himſelf, and of others. 

But to conclude this Poirit of his good 
Nature, and to convince you in a word, 
that there was no Grimace nor Affectat ian 

| F 2 pu at 


(666) 


at bottom ; but that he was indeed all of 
a piece ; the ſame in his Mind or Thoughts, 
thatheappear'd to be in his Life or Actions: 
Your Excellency, writes Du Pleſſis Mornay 
to him (upon ſome Miſtakes between them) 
who can think well of your Enemies, even when 
they are doing you the greateſt Injuries, will not 
ſurely miſconſtrue or take wrong any Action 
of mine, who have always been, and am 
your devoted Servant. And Thuanus (upon 
the good Nature and Compaſſion the Prince 
ſhew'd in preſerving the French Army, from 
ſtarving, or otherwiſe periſhing, after their 
perfidious Attempt upon Antwerp, where 
a part of their Deſign was to have murder'd 
him) ſays, the Greatneſs of his Mind was 
ſuch, that it raiſed him above all Senſe or 
Reſentment of Injuries, in ſo far as they re- 
ih lated to himſelf | — animi magnitudine ſu- 
{ pra omnem private Injuriæ ſenſum conſtitu- 
= N A1 this will ſeem very extraordinary, if we 
allow this Prince to have been, as undoubtedly 
he was, a Man of a great Spirit; which is 
never without great Paſſions, and in which 
tis otherwiſe certain he alſo abounded ; but 
he had acquir'd, by much Buſineſs, and great 
and long Practice upon himſelf, ſuch a Com- 
mand of his Paſſions, that he appear'd upon 
all Occaſions, and under the higheſt Provo- 
Cations, 
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cations, the moſt patient Man alive, and 
acted as ſuch ; though with a Patience, as 
Reidanus, who knew him intimately, tells us, 
which he ow'd not to his natural Temper, 
but to his Reaſon and Virtue ; which is but 
Reaſon put in Practice, | Patientiam, ſays he, 
non Nature, ſed rationi debuit | ; that is, with 
2 Patience put on, or rather acquird. But 
what may not a Man do with himſelf, who 
has ſuch a Conſtitution, ſuch a Body and 
Mind, as this Prince had, which way ſoever 
he came by it 2 From his Parents, or in a 
great meaſure from his own Application, 
Experience and Reflection. 

The Truth 1s, his Loye to his Country was 
his predominant Paſſion ; which being his own, 
made it no hard Matter for him to overcome 
all other Paſſions, and ſubmit them to it : 
As when he conſented, or, no doubt, gave 
private Orders to ſeize on his own Siſter, and 
her whole Family, Husband, Sons, Daughters, 
and Servants; whom he had all ſent to him 
under a Guard, upon a Suſpicion in Appear- 
ance, but indeed to him a Certainty, of their 
being in a Conſpiracy with the Duke of 
Parma, for delivering up the Province of 
Celderland; of which the Husband, Count 
Berghen, was Governor ; a Suſpicion which 
quickly appear'd but too well grounded, and 
coſt the Dutch dear in the Event, For, tho 
WIe F 3 Count 
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Count Berghen, and his Family, were usd 


according to their Quality, and the Relation 
they had to the Prince, and kept under Con- 
finement, rather than in Priſon ; nor would 


he ſuffer even the Servants to be tortur'd, 


but took a more gentle, though as effectual 
way, to diſcover the whole Plot, and to ſave 
the Country ; and which being done, he, 
upon their giving all poſſible Signs of their 
hearty Repentance, as Oaths and Tears, c. 
had them reſtor'd to their Liberty and Eſtate : 
Yet all this ayaild nothing; for they return'd 
to their Vomit, as faſt as they could : And 


the Sons, who left good Poſts in the Army 


of the States, roſe on the ſudden to great 
Commands amongſt the Spaniards; and none 
did the United Provinces more hurt than 
they; till at laſt the eee neglecting 

raytors, they threw 
themſelves again into the Arms of their 


Country; which had till, like the true Mo- 
ther, the Bowels to fave them. 


Now, ſuch good Nature, and ſuch Love 
in this Prince for his Country, and for what- 
ever more it was his Duty to love, as Friends, 
Relations, and all good and virtuous Men 
and Things, could not be without a Diſpo- 
ſition to Sympathy, or Pity and Concern: 


And indeed, that Paſſion did ſo much ma- 


ſter him, upon all lamentable and moving 
92 | Occaſions, 


(56) 


Occaſions, that he could not reftrain himſelf 
or cover it ; but was often forc'd, even with 
Tears, to give way to it; as when he de- 


ſpair'd of ſaving Leyden, and deſponded, as 


I have ſaid, in Zealand. 


And when, at a Hunting Match, Henn JI. 
_ diſcover'd to him, through a Miſtake (not 


doubting. but that he was truſted ; for he 


was Philip's Ambaſſador at his Court) the 


Secret of the Helliſh Plot agreed on betwixt 
Philip and himſelf, upon the Peace (which 
was after his Death renew'd by his Queen, 
and the Duke of Alba at Bayon, with Charles 
the IX his Son) to exterminate all the Fol- 
lowers of the new Dodtrines, as they call'd 
them: He was ſo mov'd with Pity and Com- 


paſſion, he ſays, for the vaſt Multitudes of 


innocent People, whoſe Deſtruction he ſaw 
was reſolv'd on, that he had much ado to diſ- 
ſemble it, and {hun diſcovering, that he was 
neither in the Secret, nor for the Thing. 


Cabreya tells us, that he thus began his firſt 


Diſcourſe to the Nobility, to engage them to 
take Arms; © The Subject Iam now to ſpeak 

« on is ſuch, that I own I cannot do it with- 
cout Tears.” And at the famous parting 
with his Friends, when he left the Country, 
upon his perceiving that nothing was to be 
done with them, Count Egmont, a vain-glo- 
rious Man [homo ad vanitatem ſuperbus] ſays 
%;öͤö;ͤÿñ WS Muamis, 


1 
Thuanus, talk'd roughly, and rally'd him; 
yet the Prince of Orange parted in Tears, 
ſays Strada ; telling the other, that what he 
call'd the King's Clemency would be his Ruin; 
for they would firſt make him the Bridge or 
Tool, by which to come at the enſlaving of 
the Country, and then make a Trophy of his 
Head. Farewel, Prince, without Eſtate | ſans 
terre] ſaid Egmont, rallying ; but Farewel, 
Count, without a Head | ſans tete] ſaid the 
Prince, weeping. Vaſtly indeed, and every 
way different Characters of Men! 
I pity the Provinces, ſaid he to thoſe about 
him, when he was ſhot in the Head at Ant- 
wWerp, and thought himſelf expiring ¶ quaſi 
moriturus] ſays Thuanus. Have pity, ſays he 
himſelf, in one of his Diſcourſes, to the 
States, on ſo many Widows and Orphans : 
And, Lord, Pity the People, ſays he now, 
when he was to ſay no more. Nay, his 
Friends agree, that it was the lamentable Ac- 
counts that were ſentto him, in Germany, from 
Flanders (ſent on Deſign with all the moving 
Circuraſtances, by thoſe that knew what 
would work upon him) that at laſt deter- 
min'd him to engage in the War: And he 
himſelf takes God to witneſs of the Truth 
of this; for the Project ſucceeded, tho' he 
was not privy to it.” © I proteſt, ſays he, 
fe before Gad, that I took not Arms upon 
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& private Views, but merely out of Pity and 


C Compaſhon to the poor People.“ 

The Truth of the Matter is : Count Eg- 
mont, and the other Nobility, who were the 
Governors of the ten Provinces, and had all 
the Military Men, and ſtrong Towns in their 
Hands, and great Power and Credit with the 
People; Prince William's Intereſt lying elſe- 
where, in Burgundy, Holland, Zealand, and 
Utrecht ; of which four he was Governor, 
and Hereditary Burgrave of Antwerp; and 
the Towns of Bade c. were his own: 
Count Egmont, I ſay, and the Flemmiſh No- 


bility having refus'd to join with him, and 


oppole the Entry of the Duke of Alva with 
the Spamſh Troops, which he preſs'd them 
_earneſtly to do; and for doing of which 
they had the Laws and Privileges of the 
Country expreſly for them: He look'd 
upon any Oppoſition to be made, after 
that the Duke ſhould take Poſſeſſion, and 
have thoſe very Noblemen with the Troops, 
and all the ſtrong Towns and Power of the 
Country in. his Hands, to be not only then 
deſperate Work (as it prov'd at laſt) but in 


ſuch Circumſtances fooliſh and ridiculous, 


and hardly juſtifiable: For a Man is not t 
do violence to his Country, and force them 


to be ſavd whether they will or not; no 
more than to force Remedies down a ſick 


Father's Throat, unleſs he be in a Frenzy; 
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3 (72) 
which may be the Caſe of a Country too. And 
therefore he, to ſave his Perſon and Family, 
retir'd to Dillemburg, the Place of his Birth, 
where the German Eſtate lay, his own Patri- 
mony of Naſſau ; but then belonging to his 
Kp Brother, Count John, to whom he 

ad generouſly given it (you'll find, if Igo on, 
all Virtues in this Prince) when the much larger 
Eftates of the Families of Orange and Cha- 
lons fell to him ; but all which (except the 
Territory of Orange, an inconſiderable part 
that lay in France) together with a great 
Eſtate of the Naſſar Inheritance, in the Lo. 
Countries, lying in the Dominions of Philp, 
he entirely loſt ; and became a poor Refugee, 
living upon his Brother's Gratitude and Friend- 
Mip; but who acted, in more Senſes than 
one, rather like a Father, than a Brother : 
For he not only mortgag'd what he had got 
from the Prince, but all he had in the World 
beſides, upon his account; engaging himſelf 
and other three Brothers, with, I think, four 
Sons, like one Man. Such was the Har- 
mony and Union among them (for which, and 
other Reaſons that are obvious, the Land- 
grave of Heſſe, reckon'd one of the wiſeſt Men 
of that Age, compar'dthem to the Maccabee 
Brothers:) John, I ſay, engag'd them all in 
jo deſperate a Quarrel; in which moſt of 
them, 72, all the three Brothers, and ſeveral | 


of 
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of the Sons dy'd : Men (particularly Lodo- 
wick, who was the Prince's right Hand, as 
Admiral Coligni us d to call Dandelot) of dif- 
tinguiſh'd Characters, who ſignaliz d them- 
ſelves both by their Duty and Service to their 
Country, and their Love and Deference to 
him their Head. Who can ſufficiently ad- 
mire the ſingular Lot and Felicity of the 
Counteſs (by Birth) of Stolburg, the Mother 
of this Prince, and of his four Brothers, 
otherwiſe too, and it ſeems every way, an 
extraordinary Woman e She, in 1578, fix 
Years before this Prince's Death, ſaw living 
One hundred and twenty three Counts de- 
ſcended of her, and tis like ſaw many more 
before {he dy'd ; for ſhe liv'd much longer, 
tho'{he was then Seventy five Years old. You 
may judge of the reſt of her Counts by thoſe 
I have mention'd : 'Tis a pity that ſhe and 
ſuch Ladies (I ſhould ſay Goddeſſes) cannot 
be kept young and immortal for Breed, 
Count John, whom I name again, (I can 
never do him Honour enough, though I have 
not time to give my Reaſons) did more, ſays 
one, for his Brother the Refugee, as I have 
call'd him, than either Charles the Emperor 
did for his Ally, Chriſttern of Denmark ; or 
Charles of Burgundy for his Ally, an Edward 
of England, when they were thrown out of 
their Kingdoms, 5 
- To 


1 
Nl 
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To proceed: Tis evident the Undertak- 
ing was as deſperate, when the Prince en- 
gag'd in it, as he took it to be; the Spirit 
of the Flemmings being broke by the Duke 
of Alwa's Severity; and the Proteſtants ha- 
ving, for the moſt part, fled: thoſe that re- 


main'd were Roman Catholicks, who had no 


Thoughts then of breaking with Spain; ſo 
that neither Religionnor Liberty could move 
them. And indeed, until the Impoſition of 


the Hundredth, Tenth, and Twentieth Pen- 


nies, there was not the leaſt Appearance of 
a Diſpoſition among the Inhabitants of the 


ten Provinces, to encourage any Man to act for 
them. And therefore, at his firſt coming in- 
to Brabant with an Army, in 1568, before 


that Tax was laid on, though he decamp'd 
twenty three times in one Summer, which 
gave them all Opportunities imaginable to 
join him; and though they ſaw, for their 
Encouragement, that the Duke of Alva durſt 
not fight him; yet the Towns neither open'd 


their Gates to him, nor ſupply'd him with 
Money or Proviſions ; which they might have 


done privately ; and the want of which ob- 
lig d him to retireG. | 55 

As for the Dutch, they were then of little 
conſideration in compariſon, the antient brave 
Batawi being bury'd in a Peace, that, except- 
ing Scuffles among themſelves, had N 


1 


Eight hundred Years, ſays Groſius; and ha- 


ving given themſelves wholly to the Sea, were 


entirely ignorant of War by Land, which the 
Flemming, particularly the Walloons that 
border d upon France, and the Spantards, 
were accuſtom'd to, andexpertin; but were, 
indeed, as great Novices at Sea, as the other 
were at Land; as the Event ſhow'd : For in 


many Years War, the Dutch had but one Ad- 


vantage by Land, and the Spamarads but one 
by Sea. Let no Man after this, and after what 
we have lately ſeen ( be it faid to the Honour 
of our General and Troops) talk of the 
Chance of War. Tis true, very little, an incon- 
ſiderable Accident, will loſs a Battel ; the 
true Reaſon, no doubt, with that of the Im- 
portance of the Subject, why God is ſo em- 
phatically call'd the Lord of Hoſts ; for Men's 
Minds and Spirits, or Paſſions, are then in a 
great Agitation, and, as it were, on the 


Wing, or in the Ballance ; in a word, more 


than at any other time, in a Dependance up- 
on, or, I ſhould rather ſay, at the Mercy of 
Providence; for, upon {ſuch Occaſions, they 
have little time to think of it; but how- 
ever, cannot {hun moments, more or fewer, 
for the Impreſſions or Apprehenſions of Death, 
or, which fits heavier upon a brave Man's 
Spirit, of Concern for the Event: But tis as 
true, that the mighty Efficacy or Importance 
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of this ver) little proceeds ordinarily front 
ſomething ſomewhere very great; for with a 
Superiority of Wiſdom, Conduct, Diſpoſi- 
tion, and Troops, Victory may be built upon 
a Rock, which we ſee no Accidents nor Inci- 
dents can ſhake. e 

Thus tis evident this Prince neither en- 
gag' d, nor went on at firſt, in the Underta- 
| king, as he often declares, with any hopes of 
Succeſs. How was it poſſible for him to have 
Hopes? But he engag d, becauſe he could no 
longer reſiſt his own Bowels (the Goodneſs 
and Tenderneſs of his Nature) put in motion 
by the artful Contrivance, I have mention'd 
of thoſe that knew him throughly ; and 
therefore reſolve he muſt, as he did, and, as 
he tells the Diet in Germany he would, to 
throw himſelf away, and periſh with his 
Country, the only way, in ſuch caſes, for an 
honeſt, brave Man, to ſave both himſelf and 
his Country from their common Enemies ; 
that is, to have a venture to doit; in which 
there's no venture in one ſenſe; for he is 
{ure either to ſucceed in delivering his Coun- 
try, or to deliver himſelf, at leaſt, from yet 
a greater Enemy, an uneaſy and unquiet 
Mind, or a troubleſome, dilagreeable Life. 
Accordingly, he began inauſpiciouſly, as you 
have heard, and which his Preparations for a 
War with the mighty Monarch, did preſage, 


(77 


or rather inſure: Theſe were, firſt, to bor- 
row what Money he could; no great Sum 
you may imagine, for who could expect to 
be paid again 2 And then to ſell all his 
Jewels, Plate, Tapeſtry, and other Furni- 
ture, which he td brought with him from 
his Houſes at Breda and Bruſſels, &c. Rich 
Furniture indeed, ſays one, but of no value 
to make War with upon Philip [digna regio 
palatio ornamenta, ſed exigui ad bellum mo- 
menti.] I muſt here beg pardon for loſing 
my way, which my not publiſhing firſt his 
Life and Character, obliges me often to do: 
For you could not, without the Knowledge 
of the true State, both of his Mind and 
Circumſtances, when he began the War, 
have underſtood many Particulars, that I am 
rn inform you of, in the following Diſcour- 
es. 

Thus, upon the whole matter it appears, 
that this Prince was a Man of great Good- 
neſs of Nature, as well as of extraordinary 
Wiſdom and Virtue ; that the reigning Pal. 
ſion in him throughout the whole Courſe of 
his Life, was Love and Concern for his 
Country; that he was alſo a Man of a truly 
religious Diſpoſition ; that upon great and 
moving Occaſions, it was uſual for him to 
have recourſe to God by Prayer ; and that he 
was, in the Frame-and Temper of his Spirit, a 

155 tender 


(FE) 
tender hearted; and compaſſionate Man, to 
ſuch a degree, that often he could not eon- 
ceal his Concern, but diſcover'd it by 
Tears. All- which renders it evident and 
undeniable, that, upon the laſt and great 
Occaſion he had to ſhow himſelf, all was 
natural in him, nothing was new or unuſual ; 
he goes off the Stage, leaves theWorld, with 
the ſame Air and Spirit, or Diſpoſition, with 
which he had acted in it; being ever all things 
to all Da 171 as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, VIZ, 
ready and zealous upon all Occaſions to do 
what he could, leſs or more, for his Charge, 
the Subject of his Care, the poor People; 
exciting God by his Prayer, and Man too by 
his Example, to pity them and help them, 
now that he himſelf was going to leave them, 
and leave them in a deplorable Condition, 
and leave them for ever, was never again to 
ſerve them or ſee them. Thus he difloly'd, 
he melted away indeed, in his laſt moment; 
but giving, as I have ſaid, for I cannot ſay it 
too often, all the Proofs his Condition would 
allow him to give, of the ſame Virtue, and 
Vigour, and Preſence of Mind, with which 
he had liv'd and acted: Ina word, falling of 
_ courſe, without Thought or Reflection (which 
he had not time we) into the current and. 
bent of the Secret of his Soul, which he had ſo 
much practis'd, that it was become a part of it, 
a. a, vis. 


(79) 
iE. at all times to ſuit, mould and accom- 
modate himſelf, his Words and Actions to 
the Nature of the Services, the Occaſions and 
Circumſtances, or Demands of his Country 
upon him; of which his whole Life was but 
one continu'd Proof, and his Death the Seal 
of that Proof, as will more fully appear. 

In a word: His Manner at his Death is 
the ſame, and of a piece with what had been 
his Manner in his Life: And indeed what is 
not fo, is but Grimace ; for Death is the End 
and the Concluſion, and not a Seaſon to com- 
mence or begin. No: tis evident, his Con- 
cern at Death was not the Effect of any ſud- 
den or caſual Emotion, but the neceſſary 
Conſequence of his Life; the genuine Iſſue 
of a Heart at all times full of Love for his 
Country, and which flow'd from it, as Wa- 
ters do from a Fountain: ſo that if he ſpoke 
at all, he muſt have ſpoke as he did. It was 
not poſſible for him, upon ſo great an Occa- 
lion as his parting with them, and at a time 
when they needed him moſt, to have done 
otherwiſe. Such a Diſpoſition was a fix'd 
and unalterable Habit of Mind ; was Vir- 
tue become Nature: Which the Inſtance I have. 
given at his firſt Death, as I may ſay (when 
he was ſhot at Antwerp), for ſuch it was in 
his qwn and all Men's Opinions, does alone 
put beyond Contradiction. Other Inſtances 

as. mention d, 
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abſolutely his own, and at his Command. 


(8) 
merition'd, and many more that may be 
added, ſhow indeed the Situation and 


Temper of his Spirit, that he was ever 
full of Love and Concern for his Country: 


But theſe two only, at his real and pre- 
ſum'd Death, are plain Proofs of the won- 


derful Greatneſs and Preſence of his Mind, 
as well as of the Goodneſs and Tenderneſs 


To ſum all up, and conclude ; I repeat, 
and ſo leave the Matter with you: That 
it was not poſſible for him, for ſo og and 


ſo honeſt a Man as he was; of fuch a Pre- 


ſence of Mind as he had; of ſo good and 


ſo tender a Heart as he ſhow'd ; of ſuch 
a Temper as never to be diſorder d; ſuch 
a publick Spirit, as not to mind his own 


Things; ſuch warm Paſſions of Love 
and Zeal for his Country, as never to be 


cool or indifferent; in a word, of fo great 
a Soul, and ſo good a Heart and Life, as 


to be above himſelf and Death ; ' and 
for him, a Man, who had liv'd ſo many Years 
in the daily Praftice and Exerciſe of all 
thoſe, and the other higheſt and ſublimeſt 
Virtues and Paſſions; for which the great 
Work he was engag'd in, furniſh'd him con- 
ſtant Opportunities: So that ſuch Diſpoſt- 
tions were become natural to him; were 


It 


(87 


It was not poſſible, I ſay, for one, whom 


God, and himſelf, and Buſineſs, had ſo made 


and moulded or fram'd, to have been other- 
wile affected, upon fo great an Occaſion, 
as his parting with his Country, that was 
to him as his own Soul; his Country, the 
Center, where all his Virtues, Purpoſes, 
Paſſions, Labours, Affections, and Tender- 
neſſes did terminate or meet; and parting 
with them, when they wanted him moſt ; 
leaving them Objects indeed of Pity ; which 
it appears lay next to his Heart ; nay, 
pierc'd him, killd him, I may fay, at 
the Moment of Death : Leaving them 
Widows and Orphans, as he uſually, in 
his Meltings or Tenderneſſes, call'd them, 
and foretold them, they were to be, in 
yet a more moving and lamentable Senſe 
than the literal one. I ſay again, it was 
not poſſible. for ſuch a Man, ſo diſpos d, 
and fo ſtated, to do otherwiſe than he 


did; or ſpeak, if he ſpoke at all, but what 
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IERE I was to have 
1 ended, but that Ic can- 
not hold. . 


Happy Prince aſter all! : 
who having, in his Life- 
time, done more for his 
Country, than ever mortal 
Man did for any Country; 
hadnow, athis Death, now, 
at parting, the Glory not 
to part; but, as it were, to 
faint, and die away in the 
Embraces of it! And for 
the Top, the full Comple- 
ment of humane or wa 
Felicity, by his Death, he. 
finiſh'd the Work of his 
Life. For his Country was 
Ne by that very Gs 

| as 


. 

(as will appear) upon 
which they, in their own 
and all Men's Opinion, were 
given for loſt. And by the 
ſame Death too, he ſettled, 


rivetted, perfected his own 
Character; raisd it high 


above Malice, and Calum- 
ny, and Envy, and indeed 


above all modern Charac- 


ters; ' nay, raisd it up to 


thoſe of the moſt famous 
Heros of Antiquity. _ 
And which ſtill adds 
to his Felicity, all that ſo 


of having added to it; he 
left behind him a Poſte- 
rity qualify'd to carry on, 
as "ROY did, the Building, 
G 3 upon 


great Felicity was capable 
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rity ſo freſh, to this very 


without Tears ; which the 


" 
upon the Foundation he 
had laid; a Building, that, 


under their Adminiſtra: 
tion, Or Influence and Con- 
duct, roſe to be the Subject 


of Envy and Wonder to 
the old and new Worlds. 
And he left too, his Cha- 
racter and Memory en- 
graven upon the Hearts of 


faithful Guardians of them, 


and of the Senſe of their 
Obligations to him, that 
they have tranſmitted the 
ſame down to their Poſte- 


Day, that, generally, they 
cannot ſpeak of his Death, 


Writer 


„5 
Writer himſelf has often 
been Witneſs to. Nay, 
the States, long after, upon 
a ſolemn Occaſion, gave a 


memorableInſtance oftheir 
Senſe of what they ow d 
him: I may ſay, rais d a 
Monument (exceeding, in 
many reſpects, the famous 
one at Delft) of unparal- 
lelld Glory to his Memory, 
and of laſting, as well as 
ſingular and unuſual, Ho- 
nour to their mm. 


py Life! tho one 
continud Scene of Adver- 
ſity. Glorious Death! any 
Death, that, with ſuch a 
Life, could do all this! Nay, 
was it poſlible for him, by 


( 56 ) 
any other manner of Death, 
to have dy'd ſo great as 
he did? The Spaniards Part 
in it was indeed barbarous; 
but his own was Angelical, 
I ſhould ſay Evangelical ; 
and Heaven's Part, like 1t- 
ſelf, divine. and gracious ; 
that 1s, calculated for thoſe 
kind and. noble Purpoſes 
IJ have mention'd, vis. in 
favour of the only two 
Concerns he had (and all 
good Men ſhould have) at 
Heart, his Country and his 
Reputation. | 
Whence then the Hor: 
ror, the mingling of our 
Fleſh and our-Blood, the 
revolting of our Spirits 
againſt 


(87) | 
againſt Providence, when 
we think on his being aſſa- 
ſmated? No: in Heaven, 
and in him, in his Lot, his 
Life, and his Death, all was 
great and glorious: It is we 
Spectators, that are little 

and narrow, being neither 
truſted with the Secrets of 
Providence, nor adverting 
to the Events that reveal 
Doi . 
His conſtant and ſolemn 
Prayer to God Almighty, 
had all along been, as he 
himſelf tells us, in his fa- 
mous Apology, © That if 
* he did not act honeſtly, 
or upon a true Principle 
+ of Love and Duty to his 
11 „Country, 


(8) 
Country, in his Endea- 
« yours to ſave them, God 
4 would puniſh him even 
« in this Life with Infamy, 
fc. But that, if he acted 
« honeſtly, he pray d that 
« God would, before his 
« Death, give him an Op- 
«© portunity to lay open the 
true State of his Heart 
tothe Conviction of Man- 
« kind ; and ſo, to vindi- 
* cate himſelf, and his Me- 
«* mory, from the Aſper- 
« ſions, which the Envy of 
« Friends, and the Malice 
© of Enemies, had thrown 
upon him, and it. Which 
were, in a word, that Am: 
bition, and not Love to his 
11185 Country, 


(89). 


Spring of all his Actions; . 
the ſingle Objection, and 
built upon one ſingle Proof, 
(which will appear to be 
no Proof) that ever was 
made to his Character; 
and which is an Objection 
to the Heart, the unſearch- 
able Part, that is neither to 
attack d nor defended, 
but upon Overt- acts, and 
theſe too uſually doubtful 
or equivocal. 

God graciouſly hears his 
prayer; gives him the 
greateſt of all Opportuni- 
ties to vindicate himſelf; 
one Minute of Opportuni- 
ty the kaſt equiyocal, be- 
XL cauſe 


(90). | 
cauſe the moſt ſincere of 
all Minutes ; and gives him 


too, in that ſingle Minute, 
the Soul to lay hold on it: 
More Minutes would not 
have done ſo well; would 


have leſt room for Vain- 


glory or Affectation, and 
Grimace; which we ſee 
Men often as capable of at 
their Deaths, as in their 
Lives ; but then, ſuch were 
their L:fvea: Whereas his 
whole Life was but one con- 
tinued Proof of his Since- 
rity at his Death; and the 
Minute was Time, and but 
Time for Nature. 
What ſhall I ſay? He 
Was, as we are all, to die 

id however, 


(91) 
however to die one way 


Or other. But can the Heart 
of Mandeviſeſuch another 


Opportunity for diſcover- 
ing itſelf ; ſuch another 
Manner of dying as his and 
Heaven's Part in this very 
Death were; ſo nicely ſui- 
ted and calculated er his 
Vindication and Honour, 
as he was ſtated ; for ſup- 
plying, indeed, the All; 
and the only thing that was 
wanting to brighten his 
Memory and Character; to 
- outſhine thoſe Spots, which 
Malice and Envy hop'd 
they had diſcover'd in this 
Sun of Characters; and con- 
een a more unqueſ- 
3 tionable 


(92) 
tionable, concluding Proof 
of the Favour of Heaven 
to a faithful Servant at his 
going off che Stage? 
An eminent 3 

ter all! From his Cradle to 
his Grave; could we have 
Thoughts equal to Things. 
Eminent and Favourite 
too! throughout the whole 
Courſe of an uneaſy, labort- 
ous, perplex'd, and, for the 
moſt part, mort ifying and 
loſing, nay often, in appear- 
ance, forlorn or abandon d; 
— ſtill for ever, and to all 
Generations, * Life; 
and in a Death, in a pear- 
ance too, the Effect 51 En- 


mir and Wrath, or, at * 
0 


(93) 
of Diſpleaſure and Diſ- 
grace but, indeed, not on- 
ly, on his part, equally glo- 
rious with his Lite, as is evi- 
dent; but on Heaven's part 
alſo, equally gracious ; as 
the Event, the great Pub- 
liſher of Secrets, ſhow'd. 

To have done; a Death 
every way of a piece with 
his Life! Such a Life! ſuch 
aDeath! Who would not 
chuſe to live and die ſo? 
For | fic itur ad fra] 10 
God giveth his Beloved 
Sleep! Aaver ſity, all agree, 
is the Scene of great Virtus, 
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